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Join Us on Sunday, July 19 
10:00 a.m. at Our Saviour’s

Come and join Our Saviour’s for worship on 
Sunday, July 19! We have missed the opportunity 
to worship our Lord in person as a congregation 
and want to offer the opportunity to do so…in a 
safe environment. This is not a ‘drive-in’ service 
but rather an outdoor worship experience in the 
parking lot.  

Worship will be led by the pastors and musicians from the cement patio facing the main 
parking lot.

Upon arrival individuals and families will be assigned a socially distanced seating 
location in the north parking lot. Please bring your own chairs for seating and 
appropriate clothing for the weather (remember a hat for the sun!) You will be able to 
park in the spaces on the other sides of the building and on the street.  

You will need to register for this service on Sign-up Genius 
or by calling the church office. Health and Safety Guidelines 
and the Sign-up Genius links are posted on the church 
website at osel.org.

Please come a few minutes early to get to your assigned areas.

The rain date will be 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 26, at Our Saviour’s. 
If there are rain or thunderstorms on the morning of the 19th, please 
check your email and the church Facebook page for up-to-date 
information regarding the status of the worship service. 

If you have any questions, please call the office at: 651-437-9052.



“By the rivers of Babylon—there we sat down and there we wept when we remembered Zion.”  
           Psalm 137:1 (NRSV)

Pastor’s Page 
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Kubler-Ross initially suggested that there were stages 
and a more or less linear progression through the 
“stages” of grief. But, my own experience of grief and 
more recent research suggests that grief often isn’t a 
linear process. Instead, quite often people find them-
selves bouncing back and forth through the emotions 
of grief, as this diagram suggests:

I am spending time talking about grief because I want 
to suggest to you that grief is the best interpretation to 
attach to many of the emotions you are experiencing 
and seeing in others. Understanding these emotions as 
part of the process of grief can help us be more patient 
and kinder with ourselves. It can also help us be more 
patient, kind and empathetic with others.

Faith can be a resource when we grieve. The ancient 
Hebrews were no strangers to grief that rocked the 
whole nation. In 587 BC the Babylonians conquered 
them, burned Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and car-
ried off most of the population to be slaves in Babylon. 
It was a horrifying, humiliating, and completely life 
disrupting experience. The psalmist pours out the expe-
rience of grief in Psalm 137. “By the waters of Baby-
lon – we sat down and there we wept…” The psalmist 
gives voice to their emotion, acknowledges their grief, 
but also expresses it to God. The psalmist turns to 
God with deep grief trusting God even as the psalmist 
shares, “On the willows there we hung up our harps … 
how can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?”

How Are You Doing?
Do you find it hard to worship online? Do you wish 
this all could be over? Do you find yourself feeling re-
bellious or angry? Are you feeling depressed? Lonely? 
Do you find yourself feeling anxious, confused, sad, 
fearful, frustrated, impatient, or skeptical? All of these 
feelings and more are part of the grieving process. 
Generally speaking, as Americans we do not deal well 
with grief. We are told, “Shake it off!” or “Get over 
it!” But, grief is not something that we can just “shake 
off” or “get over.” Grief is something we must go 
through. Grief is hard work.

When we think of grief we often think of it as some-
thing we experience with the loss of a loved one. But, 
we can experience grief with any change. Right now, 
our whole nation – and really, the whole world is 
experiencing a community grief as a result of the novel 
coronavirus and COVID-19. It may be helpful to step 
back for a moment and refamiliarize ourselves with 
the experience of grief. Kubler-Ross did some pioneer-
ing work on grief identifying 5 stages: Denial, Anger, 
Bargaining, Depression, and Acceptance. Others have 
modified Kubler-Ross’s model to include Shock, and 
Testing, as the diagram below depicts:

Think about the emotions you find yourself experi-
encing. Look around you. What do you see others 
experiencing? What interpretation do you attach to the 
emotions you see in yourself? What interpretation do 
you attach to the emotions you see in others?  
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Virtual Fellowship – BYOC 
 (bring your own coffee!)

Join your fellow Our Saviour’s members on Sunday morn-
ing July 26th at 11:00 a.m. for a time of virtual fellowship 
and conversation. Online video chat apps give us the chance 
to see and hear one another, as if we were sharing a table in 
the Fellowship Hall. Please join us, but you’ll have to brew 
your own coffee or tea!

We will gather online via Zoom at 11:00 a.m. 
A Zoom invitation will be sent on Friday, July 24th allowing
all who would like, to sign in on Sunday morning to the 
fellowship time.

If you have any questions, please call the office at: 
651-437-9052.

The psalmist invites us to cast our sorrow, our grief, what-
ever we are feeling on the Lord. God can handle it. Jesus 
has promised to meet us in whatever we are experiencing. 
In him, we can find solace, healing, and hope. Hear his 
invitation: 
 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carry-  
 ing heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take   
 my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle  
	 and	humble	in	heart,	and	you	will	find	rest	for	your		 	
 souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’   
     (Matthew 11:28-30)

Pastor Lloyd Menke

We are grateful to receive the following 
memorials and gifts given by family and 
friends in memory of those listed for Christ’s 
work through our congregation:

Shirley Erickson
Margaret Livingston

Pat Wagner
Maxine Schroeder
Carol Soderberg
Bert Goderstad

Frank Frost
Don Woodward

Roger Youngquist
Tom Swanson

Personal Devotionals Available
The devotional booklets for July-September are available 
for pick up. Let us know which ones you use and we’ll meet 
you at the door. Just stop by and ring the doorbell between 
9-4 on weekdays.

Our Ministers:
 All members of Our Saviour’s

Pastoral Staff: 
 Lloyd Menke, Senior Pastor
 Joel Rova-Hegener, Associate Pastor

Our Website: www.OSEL.org
Church email: OSEL@OSEL.org

Zoom Small Groups
Several of our bible studies and small groups are meeting 
weekly online through Zoom including Tuesday Women’s 
study, Wednesday & Thursday Men’s groups, Wednesday 
night book study. If you would like to be included in a 
group, contact the church office and we will connect you 
with a group.

Topical Bible Study
The Topical Bible study that has been meeting on Monday 
evenings via Zoom will be taking a mid-summer break start-
ing July 20. The study will reconvene on Monday, Aug. 24. 
This Bible study is open to everyone. Led by Pastor Joel, 
the study group will be studying different topics and biblical 
themes. An individual is able to join the group consistently, 
periodically, or visit once to see what it’s all about. If you are 
interested in receiving an email invitation, please contact 
Pastor Joel at: joel.rh@osel.org.
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HASTINGS FAMILY SERVICE - 
 RESOURCES OFFERED
Has your income been impacted by COVID-19?  
A grocery pick-up at Hastings Family Service could free up 
your resources for other bills or basic needs. Help is confiden-
tial and safe with over the phone appointments and no-contact 
pick up. 

Call Hastings Family Service at 651-437-7134 to access:
•  Drive-thru food shelf pick up service
•  Over the phone and online financial assistance
•  Meals on Wheels delivery (call 651-404-1548 for more  
  information)
Never needed help before? It’s okay to ask for help now!
It starts with a simple phone call to Hastings Family Service.  
More information at www.hastingsfamilyservice.org

Donations to HFS are limited to monetary 
gifts, food, personal care items, and brown 
paper grocery bags at this time. 

Lewis House Current Needs
Just drop any donations at Our Saviour’s and we will deliver 
them to the Lewis House.

• Full size body wash
• Bath towels
• Gasoline gift cards
• Full size toothpaste

Financial Update
by Joyce Nelson

Thanks to your financial support, ministry is continuing at 
Our Saviour’s! We’ve been able to provide a quality worship 
experience every week online and on KDWA radio station 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. With added precautions, 
we’ve been able to hold several blood drives in the building 
as blood drives at other locations have been cancelled. We’ve 
been able to serve the community as a pick up location for 
summer lunches. Because of the summer lunch program, 
parents have commented that they are thankful they don’t 
have to choose between feeding their kids and buying gas or 
medication this summer.

Amy Hanson, Director of Children, Youth and Family and 
Theresa Chatelle, Community Outreach and Events Coordi-
nator, are planning virtual VBS this year, along with several 
outdoor activities for youth and families. It may look different 
than previous years, but it will still be a fun and meaningful 
way for youth and families to learn and share God’s love.

Our Facilities Safety Taskforce and congregation council 
have been busy creating our Covid-19 Preparedness and Re-
sponse Plan, working with state and federal authorities along 
with the ELCA, Saint Paul Area Synod and our insurance 
company to develop a plan to safely reopen the building for 
staff, worship and other activities through a phased approach. 
We are excited that we can now share the finalized plan with 
you. You can access the plan from the link on our web site, 
osel.org, or you can get a printed copy by contacting the 
office at 651-437-9052.

In April, we were able to take advantage of the federal Payroll 
Protection Program to secure funding to help offset payroll 
and utility expenses. Because of this program we were able to 
keep our pastors and staff functioning despite decreased giv-
ing. Our pastors are still providing pastoral care and leading 
worship and bible studies. Our musicians are still performing 
amazing music for our worship services. Our program staff 
was able to continue the God+Life confirmation program and 
is offering online resources for kids and families, planning 
summer activities for youth and families and working with 
our community partners to make a difference in the Hastings 
and surrounding area. Our office staff is still available every 
day to handle communications and all the behind-the-scenes 
activities to keep the church running. Our maintenance staff 
has been keeping the building clean and working on projects 
to improve the building and grounds.  

Thank you for your partnership in ministry and for your 
continued financial support of the work we do together as we 
seek to live the mission statement of Our Saviour’s, 

“Living as the hands, feet and heart of Christ.”

Donations Needed!!!
As Holy Trinity, Calvary and Bethlehem-in-the-Midway 
Lutheran Churches continue to meet the needs of their neigh-
borhoods in the areas affected by the rioting, they are asking 
for specific items to be donated. Our Saviour’s would like to 
continue to help meet these needs. If you are able to donate 
any of the following items, please drop off Monday through 
Friday, from 9:00-4:00, or let us know if you need them 
picked up at your home. We will then bring these items to the 
appropriate locations.

Specific items needed:
• diapers (sizes 3 and up are most needed)
• baby wipes
• baby formula
• baby food
• face masks
• hand sanitizer
• personal hygiene items
• household cleaning products

For more information, contact Theresa Chatelle, 
Community Outreach and Events Coordinator. 

Theresa.Chatelle@osel.org
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Amy Hanson
Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministry
651-437-9052, ext. 30

cyf@osel.org

Children, Youth & Family Ministry 

The Wacky World of 
Water - VBS 2020  
SIGN UP NOW! 
(July 27-July 30, 2020)

The Wacky World of Water is coming to a home near you! 
Enjoy a water adventure with God filled with crafts, music, 
science, stories, and snacks! Sign up today, pick up your 
VBS Kits the week of July 20, and enjoy VBS online start-
ing Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30. All materials 
will be provided and, better yet, it’s FREE! Perfect for kids 
ages 5-10 years (younger kiddos are welcome, but may need 
a little help!) and you can participate when it works for you! 
For more details and to register visit our website, osel.org 
and click on the Wacky World of Water logo to be directed to 
the Sign-Up Genius page. Contact Amy Hanson (cyf@osel.
org) with questions. 
 

Family Nights - August 5 & August 19 @ 6:30 p.m. 
Fun for the whole family! Join us in the church parking lot 
for Minute-to-Win-It games, 
crazy crafts, and delicious 
snacks. Each registered family 
will have their own table and 
space ready with all of the sup-
plies needed to participate. 
RSVP under the Events section 
on our website home page at osel.org.
 

Youth Nights
Come on over to the church parking lot for a bonfire and 
s’mores! We miss seeing all of your smiling faces and would 
love to catch up. Invite your friends, bring your own chair, 
and we’ll provide the rest! RSVP under the Events section on 
our website home page at osel.org.

7th & 8th Grade - July 22 @ 7pm
9th - 12th Grade - Aug 12 @ 7pm

2020 Scholarship Awards

In 2020 Our Saviour’s had the privilege of awarding four 
$1,000 scholarships to the college bound candidates of our 
congregation. These scholarships were awarded in the three 
categories below.

• Endowment Fund Scholarship: This is an annual  
 scholarship awarded by the Endowment Committee  
 to candidates entering their freshman year at an 
 accredited institution. This year’s winner is 
 Ariana Greene, attending University of St. Thomas,  
 studying Mechanical Engineering.

• ELCA Scholarship: This scholarship is awarded to  
 a candidate attending an ELCA university, no matter
  what year of study they are entering. This year’s 
 winner is Chloe Traeder, attending St. Olaf College,  
 studying Biology with a pre-med focus and Spanish.

• Special Scholarships (2):  In 2020, members of our  
 congregation donated the funds for two $1,000
  scholarships to candidates attending an accredited 
 institution, no matter what year of study they are   
 entering. This year’s winners are John Rupp, attend- 
 ing University of Minnesota, studying Chemical   
 Engineering and  Emma Amundson, attending
 Luther College, studying Nursing.

Awarding these scholarships was difficult as we received 
many outstanding applications. On behalf of the Endowment 
Committee, Church Council and the entire congregation, we 
wish all the applicants and college students the best in the 
coming school year.



July Building Blocks

Tom.Walt@osel.org

There are those “unplugged”
albums. It’s when a musical 
artist releases new acoustical 
song versions. It supposedly 
goes back to the roots of 
music, like a throwback to 
simpler times, but aren’t they 
just getting paid again for the 
same song? I don’t have any 
songs, but I’ve unplugged 
plenty! No sense paying for 
what we aren’t using.  

In my move to unplug, I’ve put five of the seven Wi-Fi 
thermostats on Away status. Only the two office areas are air 
conditioned normally. The sanctuary is also on a modified 
schedule with it cooling for proper organ playing temperature 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays to coincide with practices and 
service recordings. The Fellowship Hall AC has only been on 
once during the last blood drive. The coffee maker, unplugged 
for months as well, has only made three pots for the occasion-
al blood drive crew. The Fellowship water heaters are Off. I 
unplugged the refrigerator in the Lower Level. I’ve set back 
the lawn sprinkler system frequency back to every three days 
vs. the every other day scheme. Garbage pickup has been on 
hold since March 13, though it got emptied once, and I even 
unplugged the entry rug service after a three month hold.

While I can’t put it on hold, I know the electric bill has not 
been as high, helped more by the whole parking lot now be-
ing LED (Light Emitting Diode) bulbs. The three main poles 
got changed to LED bulbs which are 40% brighter as well. To 
finish it off, I’ll be adding a ‘wall wash’ for the handicapped 
parking area leading to the north entry when I correct the 
color rendering by re-lamping. I’ve been working on other 
brighter enhancements as well since LED’s are making a 
monstrous change to the lighting industry with their 70-90% 
of savings. It also helps when the rebate incentives are so 
high at this moment to change over to LED. Look for some 
home deals via Ace and Batteries + by looking in your Xcel 
bill.

We will, however, be adding some power consumption as 
we’re having an outside service in the north parking lot July 
19th! You’ll get an opportunity to sign in for your socially-dis-
tanced assigned seating area out in the lot, but come prepared 
for outside. Please, bring your lawn chairs. Being “outside” 
also means the bathrooms will not be available for use either.

The clock hands keep turning. The lawn keeps growing, and I 
get in my 15,000 steps on mowing day. (A shout-out to Con-
tour Lawns for treating the grass.) A word of warning to the 
weeds among the plants; you have a date with destiny soon.  
The west apple trees got trimmed up so a tall person could 
walk upright while mowing beneath them. I’ve been watering 
the potted plants when God doesn’t. I’m still working on the 
upkeep and enhancements around the building.

NOTE: a security enhancement begins on August 1st when 
the building Alarm code will change. I’ll contact all those I 
know who currently have building access to get you the new 
code. Otherwise, anyone else who has a church key now will 
need to contact me about the new Alarm code. I’ll post some 
signs if you happen in without it so you can call me and keep 
the police from answering a false alarm. Also, the office is 
getting rekeyed with new lever locks. Those who need office 
access can sign out those keys with me as well.

Until next time... 
Be Kind. Show love to others. Cover your coronavirus.

Thomas Walt

A personal P.S. My four main cars have over a million miles.  
If you are going to trade in or sell your car, please let me see 
if it would help in replacing some of my ‘vintage’ fleet. 
My college students thank you!

Do You Have Prayer 
Concerns?  Let us know 
so that we can pray with you. 
    
As Christians we are called 
to intercede for one another 
in prayer, in other words, 
to pray for one another. We 

always have prayer concerns—either for ourselves, our 
families, friends, or for the issues of the world. Let your 
church pray for you, and for those whom you are holding 
in prayer. 

To share your prayer concerns with us at Our Saviour’s 
please email one of these addresses: 
 oselprayerchain@gmail.com; 
 osel@osel.org; 
 lloyd.menke@osel.org 
 joel.rh@osel.org, 
 or call the church office at: 651-437-9052. 
The pastors, the prayer chain, and the OSEL staff will 
uphold you in prayer!

Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to:

Jan Steele - death of brother
Becky Gartzke - death of husband
Family of Carol Soderberg
Bette Swanson - death of husband
Norb Reinardy - death of brother
Pat Farrington - death of husband

This is an extremely difficult time for grieving families. 
Please remember them in prayer.
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Notes of Thanks 
from the Community and Beyond

Thank you, people of Our Saviour’s! Your generosity walks 
with people in great need, bringing help and hope. Thank you 
for your gift of $1,465.00 to Lutheran Disaster Response. 
With your Spirit-filled generosity you bring help and hope to 
families and communities reeling from disasters here in the 
United States and around the world. No matter the variety of 
disaster, no matter the variety of need, your gifts to Lutheran 
Disaster Response make possible short- and long-term recov-
ery and rebuilding of lives and livelihoods. Thank you for 
sharing the gifts God has activated in you!

In Christ,
The Rev. Robin Brown
Mission Funding Director, Congregations
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church,
 It is with profound gratitude that I write to you. Last 
August when School District 200 cancelled our reservation 
for the Middle School Auditorium, we had mere weeks to find 
a new location. I can’t thank you enough for saying “yes!” 
Hastings Concert Association is in our 41st year of operation. 
We have about 430 members, with an average age over 70. 
You provided the answer to our prayers by allowing us to 
keep the concerts right in town. We felt truly blessed. 
 The entire staff was professional and friendly and 
provided exemplary service. I was impressed that everyone 
infused their work with the Light of Christ, and it was a plea-
sure to be there. It was an absolute joy to be in your beautiful 
facility.  

With sincere thanks,
Brenda Irvin
President, Hastings Concert Association
(donation received)

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church,
 Thank you for supporting 360 Communities Hastings 
Lewis House with your generous donation of $500.00. 
 360 Communities delivers positive outcomes for families 
and social returns for the community. 360 Communities’ pro-
grams are a network of services that work together to provide 
holistic support for the entire family. Our staff works hard 
to meet women and families where they are at, in their time 
of need and stay with them as they build stability. With your 
donation, we are able to continue to help create solid founda-
tions on which people can build hopeful futures.
 During these uncertain times, we are especially grateful 
for your support that will help us continue to serve our com-
munity. Thank you!

Laurie Bolin, Director of Development

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church,
 On behalf of Miss Hastings 2020, Sophie Keeler, and 
our organization, we thank you and your congregation for 
allowing us to use Our Saviour’s for Sophie’s recent blood 
drive. The history of OSEL has with the American Red Cross 
in Minnesota, and its location within the city made it an ideal 
place to facilitate Sophie’s efforts. We appreciate your gener-
osity!
 Sophie has been a blood donation ambassador for the 
American Red Cross for several years thanks to her drive to 
serve and encourage others to understand the noble service of 
giving blood. She believes in it so much that it’s her Social 
Impact Initiative (SII) as a titleholder within the Miss Amer-
ica Organization. Sophie’s goal with her SII is to reestablish 
blood donation as a prominent civic duty. She is grateful for 
your help for that reason and because she surpassed the goal 
for her blood drive! Thank you again for your support to aid 
her success.

Sincerely,
Janelle Behny, Executive Director
Miss Hastings Scholarship Program

Face Masks
A number of handmade face masks are available at the 
church. If you need one, just stop by and ring the doorbell 
between 9-4 on weekdays.

A huge thank you to our members who have taken to their 
sewing machines to make face masks for our church com-
munity, Lutheran Social Service, family and friends. Here 
are some of the people who have responded to this volunteer 
effort: Mary Anderson, Dorothy Benson, Kathy Casperson, 
Linda Held, Darleen Hanson, Karen Hurka, Sherri Lohmann, 
Tammy McMenomy, Michele Russell, Patricia Sanderson, 
Angela and Grace Simpson, Samantha Virchow. Many in-
dividuals have been blessed and are so appreciative by their 
outreach.  

Remember, you can always donate online 
at www.osel.org/donate or mail your dona-
tion to the church office at: Our Saviour’s, 
400 9th Street West, Hastings, MN 55033.
Thank you for your continued generosity 
and support of Our Saviour’s! 
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Our vision: Rooted in God’s grace, 
always made new.

Our mission: Living as the hands, 
feet and heart of  Christ.

Our promise: Rejoicing together in 
God’s grace, hope and love.  

Join Us for Online Worship Services 
We are so blessed to be able to continue to meet online for both 
Sunday and Wednesday services. We invite you to join us each 
week: 
 • Our website: www.osel.org 
 • Facebook @oursaviours 
 • Our YouTube channels: 
   Our Saviour’s Hastings 
   and Our Saviour’s Youth

Visit sites often but especially on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings for the most 
recent service or music project.

For those who don’t have access to a computer or internet, please tune in to KDWA 1460 
AM or 97.7 FM radio at 6:30pm on Sundays or 6:30pm Wednesdays. 


