
We are beginning to gather indoors as the weather is turning cooler. Many 
have enjoyed the parking lot services (last one is Sept. 27, 9:30 a.m.) 

You now have several opportunities to meet on Sunday 
mornings, beginning October 4 — 8:00, 9:30 and 10:30. 

(Note: The 10:30 a.m. worship service on October 11 is reserved 
for the children who are celebrating their First Communion and 
their families. Everyone is welcome to sign up and attend the 10:30 
service the previous and following Sundays.)

Programming for children, 3 yrs. old through 6th grade, is offered at 9:30. 
See more info on page 5. Nursery care is available at 9:30 & 10:30.

Please sign up for your choice of service each week 
using the SignUp Genius link found at www.osel.org 
or by calling the church office, 651-437-9052. 

As we begin planning for indoor worship let’s work together in helping to make things run smoothly. Please 
consider serving as Greeters, Ushers and Cleaners for Sunday worship. You may sign up on the same SignUp 
Genius link used when you sign up for worship or call the church office. 

Note that we are doing our best to minimize the risk of spreading COVID-19. Safety is our top priority!

Here’s what we are doing:
• Doors will only be open 10 minutes prior to the services
• You are able to enter through the north and south doors only
• Social distancing guidelines will be in place.
• Hand-sanitizing stations will be available.
• Face coverings are required inside the building.
• All high-volume areas and seating will be cleaned and sanitized in between services.
• Coffee fellowship will not be available at this time.
• Restrooms will be available and frequently cleaned.
• Offering plates will not be passed. You can drop off your offering in the offering basket on the   
 table in the gathering area. (Remember, you can always donate online at www.osel.org/donate 
	 or	mail	your	donation	to	the	church	office	at:	Our	Saviour’s,	400	9th	Street	West,	Hastings,	MN		 	
	 55033.	Thank	you	for	your	continued	generosity	and	support	of	Our	Saviour’s!)	 
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For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: 
 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather  
  stones together;
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
 a time to seek, and a time to lose;
 a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
 a time for war, and a time for peace.      
     (Ecclesiastes	3:1-8)	NRSV

This Too Will Pass
For	everything	there	is	a	season.	I	may	complain	
about	the	heat	on	a	very	hot	humid	day	or	the	cold	
when	it	gets	to	-20	below	and	there	is	a	20	mile	per	
hour	wind,	but	most	of	the	time	I	like	the	change	of	
seasons	in	Minnesota.	We	are	coming	into	fall,	and	I	
like	seeing	the	yellow,	orange,	and	red	tree	colors.

Of	course,	there	are	many	other	“seasons”	in	our	
lives.	There	are	seasons	related	to	our	stages	of	
life,	there	may	be	seasons	to	the	ebb	and	flow	of	
work	life,	and	for	the	liturgically	minded	there	are	
seasons	of	the	church	year	(advent,	Christmas,	
Epiphany,	etc.).	The	writer	of	Ecclesiastes	speaks	of	
another	kind	of	change	of	season.	Ecclesiastes	re-
fers	to	seasons	of	opposites,	war	and	peace,	planting	
and	harvesting,	mourning	and	dancing.		

Ecclesiastes	reminds	us	that	whatever	season	we	are	
in,	it	will	not	last	forever.	My	grandmother	used	to	
say,	“This	too,	will	pass.”	I	find	that	an	encouraging	
word	in	this	time	of	COVID.	This	too	will	pass.		
Maybe	not	as	soon	as	you	or	I	would	like,	but	this	
too	will	pass.	

Living in Balance
But	there	is	also	something	else	important	to	notice
in	Ecclesiastes	seasons.	All	of	them	are	polar	oppo-
sites:	Being	born	–	Dying;	Dancing	–	Mourning;	
Tearing	–	Sewing,	etc.	We	live	with	these	opposites	
every	day.	They	are	so	common	in	fact	that	we	barely	
notice	them.	Take	breathing	for	example.	In	order	to	
stay	alive	we	need	to	breathe	in	–	and	–	breathe	out.	
We	need	to	take	oxygen	in	as	we	breathe	in	AND	we	
need	to	get	rid	of	carbon	dioxide	as	we	breathe	out.	
Our	bodies	balance	both.	Breathe	in	–	breath	out.	
Breathe	in	–	breathe	out.	Our	bodies	naturally	balance	
this	over	and	over	again.	Polarity	is	the	name	given	to	
this	balancing.	Every	polarity	has	an	“up	side”	and	a	
“down	side.”	The	upside	of	breathing	in	is,	your	body	
gets	oxygen,	the	downside	is,	it	doesn’t	get	rid	of	car-
bon	dioxide.	The	reverse	is	true	of	breathing	out.

Ecclesiastes	points	to	some	polarities	in	life	and	
nature.	Perhaps	you	can	think	of	others.	Most	parents	
have	struggled	with	the	polarity	of	managing	when	to	
focus	on	self-reliance	or	provide	assistance	for	their	
children.	Balancing	work	and	family	life	can	be	anoth-
er.	Or	spending	and	saving.	My	grandmother	used	to	
say:	“All	things	in	moderation.”	Most	often,	she	was	
not	talking	about	being	lukewarm.	She	was	talking	
about	wise	management	of	life’s	polarities.

We	as	a	society	seem	to	have	forgotten	that.	More	
and	more,	it	seems	to	me	that	there	are	those	in	places	
of	influence	and	leadership	(on	both	sides)	that	are	
focused	on	only	the	“upside”	of	a	given	polarity	–	
and	bash	the	“downside”	of	the	opposite	side	of	the	
polarity.	By	way	of	example,	it	would	be	as	if	some-
one	only	focused	on	taking	in	oxygen	and	pointing	to	
how	terrible	it	is	if	your	body	does	not	get	oxygen,	or	
how	terrible	it	would	be	if	our	bodies	never	got	rid	of	
carbon	dioxide.

It	is	my	prayer	that	as	we	choose	who	we	listen	to	
and who we choose to lead us that we will listen to 
the	wisdom	of	Ecclesiastes	and	choose	those	who	are	
willing	to	acknowledge	and	work	to	balance	the	dif-
ficult	polarities	of	our	lives,	rather	than	being	rigidly	
stuck	or	focused	on	only	one	aspect	of	a	polarity.		

Take	a	breath	in	–	breathe	out.	Let	it	be	your	prayer.	
This	too	will	pass.

Pastor	Lloyd	Menke	
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October Building Blocks
By	Thomas	Walt
Tom.Walt@osel.org

My wife mentioned 
how it has been such a 
weird May… except it 
was August when she 
said it.  We may not 
be keeping accurate 
count of the time, but 
the world keeps turn-
ing around the sun and 
the seasons continue 

their cycle. Autumn began Tuesday, September 22 at 
9:31am. The nights are cooler; soybeans are yellow-
ing; crabgrass drops its seed for next year’s crop and 
disappears; trees are beginning their turning; and 
school has resumed in its available form and fash-
ion. Still, God continues as our ever constant.  

I’ve been thinking as I cut the grass and pull out the 
weeds how odd we treat them so differently. They 
both put out rhizome shoots sideways to expand and 
overgrow what’s next to them. They are both trying 
to take over the same area and choke the other one 
out. Why we want the one and call the other a weed 
and is what strikes me. I realize how similar life’s 
struggles seem as both God’s Spirit and satan are 
vying for the same territory in our souls. Be wary 
as the deceiver wants you not to worry about the 
weeds.

We are moving worship back indoors in October.  
Please work with those directing you when here for 
the 8, 9:30, or 10:30 time. As aerosol build-ups and 
minimal room air movement are a big pandemic 
component, covering faces is the most effective—
and least costly—measure we can implement every-
where indoors. Note, too, that there are new posted 
COVID Capacities outside each room. You’ll see 2/3 
of the pews are marked off as space gaps.

Our written COVID response includes sanitizing 
efforts for those few droplets or fomites that might 
end up on most-touched areas. We have blue trig-
ger spray bottles refilled weekly with a quaternary 
solution called Quick San 10 and clean rags on carts 
by the custodial closet and at the top of the stairs.  
We ask each room leader after a gathering to spray 

any concerning surface and wipe off a minute later.  
Even better, this can be left on plastics to dry if no 
one else will be using the room soon. Woods and 
painted surfaces need wiping off after a minute so it 
doesn’t degrade the finish. Wiping is the protocol for 
the Sanctuary. Door handles and bathroom fixture 
handles also will be sprayed by volunteers after 
services.

The Sanctuary HVAC design meets the CDC’s 
requirements of being the proper build when it was 
installed and is running as designed. It even includes 
a fresh air inlet called an economizer. That’s great 
for the sanctuary, yet there are several other furnace 
units which do not offer fresh air options. I did find 
a pair of portable HEPA air filter machines which 
are plugged in near the front of the sanctuary. We 
are working to see what else can be done to improve 
the air quality by other measures such as fresh air 
inlets, powered exhausts, filters, or possibly even an 
ionizing disinfecting system or UV-C light steril-
ization. These are not without cost, so that is being 
considered by the Building and Grounds Committee 
who answer to the Church Council.

Murphy’s Law says that anything that can go wrong 
will go wrong. Cole’s Law is just thinly sliced cab-
bage with a little mayo and vinegar. Serve with pork 
for dinner.

Be Kind. 
 Show love to others. 
  Cover your coronavirus.
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Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to:

Russ	Gaddes	-	death	of	brother
Family	of	Olive	Swanson
Kathy	Warren	-	death	of	father
Family	of	Delores	Niebuhr
Dave	Oxley	-	death	of	father
Sandy	Carroll	-	death	of	mother
Sharon	Langenfeld	-	death	of	brother-in-law
Bruce	Bahls	-	death	of	wife
Virginia	Nygaard	-	death	of	brother
Linda	Featherstone	-	death	of	husband

This	is	an	extremely	difficult	time	for	grieving	
families.	Please	remember	them	in	prayer.



Over the next few weeks watch for information 
to see how you can participate in supporting Our 
Saviour’s. This year we are looking at ways we can 
connect with God and others, specifically with con-
tinuing to reach people all over the world with our 
online worship services, designing a new and im-
proved website to aid in communications with fam-
ilies, members and visitors and updating our HVAC 
system to improve the air quality in the building as 
we regather for worship and community events. Stay 
tuned for more information to see how you can stay 
connected!

The 2nd Annual SOCKTOBER 
Starts October 1!
The leaves are turning, the temps are dropping, and 
our neighbors need warm feet! Please support
SOCKTOBER by donating pairs of new socks 
throughout the month of October. Last year, we 
provided over 100 pairs of socks to the Lewis House, 
Hastings Family Service, and several schools in 
the Hastings School District to be given to those 
in need. A donation bin is located near the church 
office, or connect with Theresa Chatelle (theresa.
chatelle@osel.org) if you are unable to make it to 
the church but would like to donate. Monetary do-
nations are also accepted, please designate them to 
SOCKTOBER. Thank you for your support! 

The Year of Renewal - Our Saviour’s 
Focuses on Outreach Ministry
This year Our Saviour’s will be learning how to grow 
in our ministries that reach beyond our church 
walls. The Saint Paul Area Synod program, called 
The Year of Renewal, is an intentional vitality and 
renewal process for congregations seeking to dis-
cern where God is calling them. A team from Our 
Saviour’s will utilize the “Three Great Listenings” of 
God, congregation and community to seek God’s 
voice and direction, learning together with teams 
from five other congregations through this process 
of discernment. Our team will be asking questions 
of and listening to:

• God through Bible study and prayer, 
• our congregation through a survey and 
 individual conversations,
• leaders and members of the community via  
 discussions to see how we should be    
 focusing our Christian service within
  Hastings, Dakota County and out into our   
 country and the world.  

We ask for your prayers throughout this coming 
year, and when asked, your participation in the sur-
vey and conversation. Thank you for your support!
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Do You Have 
Prayer Concerns?  

	 Let	us	know	so	that	we	can	pray	with	you.	
As	Christians	we	are	called	to	intercede	for	one	
another	in	prayer,	in	other	words,	to	pray	for	one	
another.	We	always	have	prayer	concerns—either	
for	ourselves,	our	families,	friends,	or	for	the	issues	
of	the	world.	Let	your	church	pray	for	you,	and	for	
those	whom	you	are	holding	in	prayer.	The	pastors,	
the	prayer	chain,	and	the	OSEL	staff	will	uphold	
you	in	prayer!
	 To	share	your	prayer	concerns	with	us	at	Our	
Saviour’s	please	email	one	of	these	addresses:	
  oselprayerchain@gmail.com 
  osel@osel.org 
  lloyd.menke@osel.org 
  joel.rh@osel.org 
	 	 or	call	the	church	office	at:	651-437-9052.	



JAM – Jesus and Me (a.k.a. Sunday & 
Wednesday School) Has Begun
Kids ages 3 years to 4th grade are invited to join each 
Sunday at 9:30am (during the service) to learn more 
about why this ‘Jesus guy’ is a really BIG DEAL! 
Children ages 3 years to Kindergarten will enjoy 
activities, crafts, and stories in a large playroom. 
1st – 4th graders will be separated by grade and will 
engage in crafts, games, stories, and science in large 
spaces such as the Fellowship Hall and Youth Cen-
ter. All leaders will wear masks, sanitize frequently 
and there will be no shared materials for hands-on 
projects. Masks are required for children ages 6 and 
older. Sign up each week for the dates that work 
for you! The signup can be found on osel.org or 
at www.signupgenius.com/go/805044ca5ab2e-
abf94-jesusme. 

Youth ages 5th & 6th Grade are welcome to 
join JAM (Jesus and Me) every Sunday at 
9:30am starting September 20 OR every 
other Wednesday starting September 23. 
On Wednesdays, 5th and 6th graders will start class 
at 5:30pm. Youth will meet in groups, socially-dis-
tanced, and masks are required. For more details 
and to register, check out osel.org/ministries/edu-
cation. 
 

God+Life (a.k.a. Confirmation) 
BEGINS SEPTEMBER 23 (9th Grade) and 
SEPTEMBER 30 (7th & 8th Grade)
9th Graders will meet every other Wednesday start-
ing September 23* in the Sanctuary at 7pm to hear 
a brief message and be challenged in their faith. 
Social-distancing and masks apply. 
 
Youth ages 7th-8th Grade will spend time learning 
more about how God is relevant to their lives and 
what it means to be a Christian in today’s world. 
One leader per group and groups will meet every 
other Wednesday starting September 30*. Students 
meet at 7pm. Social-distancing and masks apply. 

For more details and to register, check it out at osel.
org. 
 
* All classes are 35 minutes in length. Social-dis-
tancing and masks do apply. If you have questions 
regarding any programming, please contact Amy 
Hanson at cyf@osel.org. Alike school programming,
each of these offerings may need to be altered 
throughout the year and we will communicate any 
changes as quickly as we can. 
 
Our Saviour’s Youth YouTube Channel
At home or on the road? Check out the “Our Sav-
iour’s Youth – Hastings” YouTube Channel through-
out the year for fun videos, stories, and devotionals. 
More will be coming soon. Perfect for all ages! 

Amy Hanson
Director	of	Children,	Youth	

and	Family	Ministry
651-437-9052,	ext.	30

cyf@osel.org

Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
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Baptized 
at 

Our Saviour’s

Baptisms dated after March 2020 have taken 
place in family homes/yards.

Monroe Marie Armstrong
Born:	September	1,	2019
Baptized:	March	8,	2020
Parents:	Lucas	&	Krista	Armstrong
Sponsors:	Brittany	Carstensen,	Tiffany	Owen,	
	 Taylor	Jahner

Scarlett Elizabeth Johnson
Born:	April	24,	2020
Baptized:	July	12,	2020
Parents:	Blake	&	Victoria	Johnson
Sponsors:	Adam	Johnson,	Korrin	Siebenaler,
	 Jillian	McTague

Wesley Todd Larson
Born:	August	21,	2019
Baptized:	July	29,	2020
Parents:	Mitchell	Larson,	Colleen	Siebenaler
Sponsors:	Andrew	Otto,	Katie	Siebenaler

Lorelei Anne Ganrud
Born:	April	29,	2020
Baptized:	August	1,	2020
Parents:	Adam	&	Kelly	Ganrud
Sponsors:	Molly	Goodier,	Derek	Kampa

Kaylee Ann Langenfeld 
 Born:	December	13,	2010
Blake Ryan Langenfeld
	 Born:	March	9,	2014
Baptized:	September	13,	2020
Parents:	Ryan	Langenfeld	and	Cita	Vang
Sponsors:	Lee	Vang,	Flower	Vang

If	you	wish	to	be	baptized	or	have	a	child	
baptized,	you	must	first	attend	a	semi-
nar,	currently	by	Zoom.	Please	call	Ann	
Traeder	at	651.437.9052,	x10	for	more	
information.

The	following	2020	confirmands	will	be	
welcomed	and	received	as	members	of	Our	

Saviour’s	Lutheran	Church	through	
Affirmation	of	Baptism.	Congratulations!

Saturday, Sept. 26           Sunday, Sept. 27
Averi	Amundson
Kira	Chatelle
Savannah	Dworshak
Isabel	Fritz
Riley	McCullough
Pacer	Ruble
Rowan	Shelhamer
Carter	Simpson
Jordyn	Tveter

Haylee	Blackstad
Allison	Haas
Emma	Hagen
Allen	Jaeger
Clara	Mattson
Lillian	Meier
Lindsey	Nadeau
Zayne	Schmitt
Mikaylah	Steele
Ryan	Swanson

We	are	grateful	to	receive	the	following	
memorials	and	gifts	given	by	family	and	
friends	in	memory	of	those	listed	for	Christ’s	
work	through	our	congregation:

Roger Youngquist
Larry Roche

Carol Soderberg
Earl Molstrom
Tom Swanson

Steven Gartzke

Personal Devotionals Available
The	devotional	booklets	for	October-December	are	available	for	pick	up.	Find	them	when	you	come	for	
worship	by	the	office	door	or	table	in	gathering	area.	On	weekdays,	let	us	know	which	ones	you	use	and	
we’ll	meet	you	at	the	door.	Just	stop	by	and	ring	the	doorbell	between	9-4	on	weekdays.

First Communion which was postponed in 
April due to COVID-19 will take place on Sunday, 
Oct. 11 at the 10:30 service. This service is open only 
to the families of participating students.
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Did you know there are 
weekly Bible studies you 
can join? 
Each Bible study is different, 
and meets at different times. 
Feel free to explore which study 
you might want to join, please 
know you are invited!

All studies are meeting via Zoom video-conferenc-
ing at this time.

Women’s Tuesday Bible Study
Each Tuesday morning at 9:00 women from the 
congregation gather together with a pastor to read 
the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship, read 
commentaries concerning the scripture and then 
discuss, learn and grow in understanding, and faith. 
All women are invited to join this study. If inter-
ested, please contact the church office or one of 
the pastors to be put on the list to receive a Zoom 
invitation.

Men’s Thursday Bible Study
Each Thursday morning at 9:00 men from the 
congregation gather together with a pastor to study 
the  scriptures for the coming Sunday’s worship. 
As a group questions are asked, the text is read and 
discussed, and all have the chance to learn and grow 
in their understanding and faith. This Bible study 
is open to all men. If interested, please contact the 
church office or one of the pastors to be put on the 
list to receive a Zoom invitation.

Topical Study – Sessions on Monday 
evening
The Topical Study gathers for 3- to 6-week sessions 
to study a particular subject, person, or book. The 
group gathers at 6:30 pm on Mondays, when in 
session. Each session is focused upon a particular 
subject, for instance, the late summer session is 
focusing upon the Apostle Peter.

This study is open to anyone! If interested please 
contact the church office, or Pastor Joel to be put on 
the list to receive a Zoom invitation.

Lewis House needs our help!!
They are getting low on the following supplies: 

• Backpacks for kids/teens 
• NEW Bath Towels
• NEW Twin Size sheets/comforters
• Ear buds 
• Gas cards 

Just drop off any donations at church and we will 
deliver them to the Lewis House.

Thank you for your continued generosity!! 

Thank Yous and Celebrations!
We are so thankful for ways we get to celebrate the 
good things!!

This past summer we were able to assist the school 
district with their meal program by being a pick up 
site for families. We were able to hand out over 1000 
meals during that time.

We have had several members respond to our re-
quests for donations for Lewis House. You are all so 
generous!! Thank you 

Our quilters have donated about 15 quilts to the 
Lewis House. They were so thankful for the dona-
tions!!

I would like to thank all OSEL members who sent 
cards and prayed for me during my recent brain 
surgery. Recovery is going well.
 Russ Pond

Thank You to ALL the volunteers who make face 
masks and have donated them to the church. Mak-
ing the masks for others is very helpful and appre-
ciated. Our current supply is low and we can always 
use more! As groups and worship services begin to 
gather indoors, we hope to offer cloth face masks 
to those who need them when our supply is replen-
ished.

Thank You to those who helped with the Parks 
Cleanup on Sept. 13. Youth and adults worked 
together (socially distanced) to beautify the three 
downtown parks we sponsor, by picking up trash: 
Levee Park, The Depot Park and Oliver’s Grove. 
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Online Worship Services Continue
We	continue	to	offer	an	online	option	for	our	Sunday	services.	
We	invite	you	to	join	us	each	week:	
 • Our website: www.osel.org 
 • Facebook @oursaviours 
 • Our YouTube channels: 
   Our Saviour’s Hastings 
   and Our Saviour’s Youth - Hastings

Visit sites often but especially on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings for the most 
recent service or music project.

For those who don’t have access to a computer or internet, please tune in to KDWA 1460 AM 
or 97.7 FM radio at 6:30pm on Sundays or 6:30pm Wednesdays. 

Our vision: Rooted in God’s grace, 
always made new.

Our mission: Living as the hands, 
feet and heart of  Christ.

Our promise: Rejoicing together in 
God’s grace, hope and love.  


