
Advent Worship on December 12  and 19
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 am  

(Childcare provided at 9:15 & 10:30)

Christmas Worship Services – 2021
We look forward to sharing this Christmas Season with you! 

 December 24 - Christmas Eve

 1:30 pm  Worship with New Creation Band 

 3:00 pm  Worship with various music and instrumentalists

 9:00 pm*  Outdoor Candlelight Service (*time changed from 9:30 pm)

 9:30 pm  Christmas musical prelude to 10 pm service

 10:00 pm Traditional Christmas Eve service
 

  Holy Communion at 1:30, 9:00 & 10:00 services  
   
   
   December 25 - Christmas Day
   10:00 am  Traditional Christmas Service 
     with Holy Communion

 December 26 - One Sunday Worship Service - 9:15 am 

                                                        The The         MessengerMessenger
Newsletter of Our Saviour’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Hastings, Minnesota
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Volume XXXVIII - No. 7                                                                                                                              December 2021



Pastor’s Page 

Page 2                                                                                                                                                                                              December 2021

Waiting

We live in an instantaneous world.  
We are used to fast food, heat and 
serve entrées, and instant messag-
ing. We measure computer speeds in 
nanoseconds. Our world has trained 
us to be impatient with waiting.  
Personally, I find I would rather travel 
farther and keep moving than sit 
crawling in a traffic jam, even if doing 
so means I arrive later. How crazy is 
that?

It is not surprising then that the 
church season of Advent has de-
creased in importance in recent years. 
Advent is all about anticipation and 
waiting. Our culture has essentially 
abandoned Advent. Stores do not  
even wait until after Thanksgiving 
to decorate for Christmas, to start 
playing Christmas music, or to start 
offering “Black Friday” deals. For 
many, Christmas is the end of the cel-
ebration, not the beginning. Immedi-
ately after Christmas, the music stops, 
and the tree and the decorations come 
down.

I am not foolish enough to think that 
I can make an impact on strong cul-
tural forces with a simple reflection in 
a church newsletter. But, perhaps, for 
a moment, a few of you may choose to 

Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD.     
(Psalm 31:24 NRSV)

the two. It’s the time when we try 
to make sense of what hit us, espe-
cially when we have had no warn-
ing. …People struggle with those 
markers and changes in their lives.  
When they go through that empty 
period, they sometimes feel as if 
God has deserted them, they’ve 
been abandoned by God, or they’re 
too confused to know what's 
going on with themselves. From 
my own experience, I know that 
emptiness means really empty. It 
means we feel as if there is nothing 
from which to pull. But emptiness 
doesn’t last – it’s a temporary place 
after the new marker.”

The biblical encouragement to wait 
on God is the bible’s way to speaking 
of people who are in an empty place.  
In many ways, what we are currently 
going through with the pandemic is 
a marker. It has dramatically changed 
our lives. Each of us to some extent 
will be changed by it. It will also 
change the church. Many of the feel-
ings we are currently feeling arise be-
cause we are still trying to figure out 
what hit us, and what life looks like 
as we move forward from here. Some 
of us are still struggling to accept that 
this is a marker, and there will be a 
new normal.

Continued on page 3

Our Ministers:
 All members of Our Saviour’s

Pastoral Staff: 
 Lloyd Menke, Senior Pastor
 Joel Rova-Hegener, Associate Pastor

Our Website: www.OSEL.org
Church email: OSEL@OSEL.org

Our vision: Rooted in God’s grace, always made new.

Our mission: Living as the hands, feet and heart of  Christ.

Our promise: Rejoicing together in God’s grace, hope and love.  

reflect on some biblical wisdom that 
I think is especially poignant for this 
moment in time.

The Bible speaks of “waiting for God” 
in one way or another over 100 times.  
This theme is especially present in the 
psalms. Jesus and Paul encourage dis-
ciples to “stay awake,” be watchful and 
ready for God’s action while waiting.   
Sometimes we have no choice but to 
wait. Don Piper in his book, "Heaven 
is Real" writes:

“…life throws us curve balls. 
Our plans go awry. People fail 
us. Accidents happen. Regardless 
of the cause, life changes. Some 
psychologists refer to those things 
as markers. A marker can be some-
thing as simple as the first time a 
girl wears makeup. When teens 
receive their driver’s licenses, it’s a 
marker. It can be the breakup of a 
marriage or death of a friend. Re-
gardless of what happens, our lives 
are irrevocably affected, sometimes 
dramatically, sometimes less so. 
Regardless of the extent, life be-
comes different.”

He continues, 
“One thing I would like to point 
out is this: There must be an 
accepted end before there can be a 
new beginning. And there’s usually 
an important empty time between 



Cont. from page 2

But, regardless, of where we are in the 
process of living in the empty place, 
the bible offers a word of hope. God 
is still in charge. God is still gracious, 
loving, and forgiving. God’s steadfast 
love never fails. How will God help 
us through this? Well, wait and see. 
The fulfillment of God’s promise will 
happen in God’s time—we do not get 
to be in charge of it—and as much as 
we may want to, we can’t hurry it. But, 
we are promised that God will act and 
that when God does, God will work 
all things for good for those who love 
God. So be strong, let your hearts take 
courage, as you wait on the Lord. 
    
Pastor Lloyd Menke

150th Anniversary 
Sculpture Dedication

Sunday, Dec. 12 at 11:30 am
The 150th Anniversary Committee invites you 
to join in the dedication of the sculpture that 
was commissioned to ‘Honor the Past and 
Embrace the Future’ of Our Saviour’s. This will 
include a brief presentation from the artist 
Paris Pasch with refreshments to follow. This 
artwork is completely funded by free will 
donations. If you are interested, we are still 
accepting these either through the church 
office or on the OSEL.org website through the 
GIVE link.

Food With Friends
Next meal: 

Dec. 16

We are providing a meal twice a month on the 
first & third Thursdays:
Curbside pick-up (be in front of the north 
doors at 6:00 pm to pick up your meal.)

To sign up for the Dec. 16 meal (chicken hotdish) call 651-437-9052 
by Tuesday, Dec. 14.

To donate food for the December 16 meal, visit osel.org. Also accepting 
monetary donations for food – drop off at the church office.

150th Anniversary Notes

Honoring the Past - Embracing the Future 1871-2021

Christmas ornaments are available in the church office 
depicting the different church buildings throughout our 
150 years. A set of 4 different ornaments is $30 or each 
ornament may be purchased separately at $10 each. All 
sales support OSEL Youth programs.

We are taking orders for a printed copy of the 150th 
Anniversary Booklet that is being created. Sign up in the 
church office or Information desk. Price to be determined.

Thank you to everyone for your generosity 
this holiday season!

Because of all of you we were able to fill so many 
needs within our community.

Hastings Family Service
Adopt a Vet program

TLC
Lewis House

United Way-Food 4 Kids program
Sandwich project-Minneapolis homeless 

Santa's Secret Workshop
Food with Friends

Soup for home visits

Your generosity has made the holidays better for so 
many in our community.

Hops and Hymns 
at Spiral Brewery

Thursday, Dec. 16 

We will be 
                                             singing 

Christmas 
 Carols!
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W	o	W	
MUSIC		+		MESSAGE		+		MEANING	

Worship on Wednesdays 
Each week at 7 PM

Each 30-minute service begins at 7 pm and includes 
live music and a brief message. All are welcome, 
invite your friends! 

Meals with Chef Johnny 
Wednesday night dinners 5:30-7:00 pm 
(before the WoW service) 
Chef Johnny is planning these tasty meals: 
 December 8    Pot Roast
 December 15  Turkey ala King

Please consider helping with serving and cleanup. 
Sign-up Sheets at the Information Center for dessert 
donations and help serving/cleanup or use the signup 
link at osel.org.

2022 Sunday Worship Schedule Revised 
to include CONNECT: 
A new opportunity to grow your faith!

Starting Sunday, January 2, 2022 
the Sunday Worship schedule is:
 8:00 am Traditional Worship
 9:00 am  Traditional Blended Worship
 10:00 am  CONNECT (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30 am  Contemporary Blended Worship

CONNECT – An Adult Learning Opportunity
Our Saviour’s is dedicated to providing various ways 
for all members of our congregation and communi-
ty to learn, grow, and expand their faith in multiple 
aspects of life. We are thrilled to offer CONNECT, 
an opportunity for adults to gather for 25 minutes 
or less, have coffee, and learn on Sunday mornings. 
This can be a part of your Sunday morning worship, 
or it can simply be something you stop in on from 
time to time – whatever works for you! 

CONNECT will offer a variety of topics and speak-
ers with whom to engage and learn from. The topics 
will vary from Biblical learning to Christian living, 
to health and wellness, to history, to…well, a great 
variety of topics to say the least!

CONNECT will take place in-between the 9 am and 
10:30 am services (at 10:00 am), and childcare will 
be provided. 

CONNECT begins on Sunday, January 2.
The topic for Jan. 2 and Jan. 9 is:

"Faith in Daily Life"
  

Wednesdays at Our Saviour’s
If you haven’t yet stopped in on a Wednesday at Our 
Saviour’s, you definitely should! With a meal served from 
5:30pm – 7pm, youth programming from 6-6:45pm, a 
WoW service with the WoW Band at 7pm, and God+Life 
small groups at 7:30pm, this place is hopping! 
Stop in on those weeks when your weekends are full, 
swing by for a quick bite so you don’t have to cook, or 
listen to a quick message to lift your heart. Come as you 
are, all are welcome!

WoW on December 15, 7 pm, is the date 
for our Children's Christmas program. 
You won't want to miss it!

NO WoW service or meal on Dec. 22 & 29. 
WoW will  be back on Jan. 5, 2022! 



and in-person Christian education 
returns there is far more ministry to 
provide than one person can realis-
tically be expected to do. So, we are 
looking to fill this vacant position.

Q.  Help me understand why we 
need more funding for ministry that 
is currently happening.
A.  Currently we are using two sourc-
es of income that we do not anticipate 
being able to continue to draw upon 
in 2022. Quite simply, because we 
were not doing many in-person activ-
ities and ministry during the pandem-
ic, some of our budgeted expenses 
were not has high or were deferred.  
As was explained above, we do not 
have two people working in the area 
of youth and education. Choirs have 
not met so choir director compensa-
tion has not been paid. We also saved 
in areas of printing, education mate-
rials, and coffee and donuts, just to 
name a few. We were able to use the 
money saved to provide the funding 
for our online worship expenses for 
recording and editing. But, as in-per-
son ministry returns many of those 
expenses will return.
  
A number of years ago there was 
a very generous contribution to a 
designated fund for new ministry 
initiatives. The money in this fund 
was intended to be used to do “pilot 
projects” or “tests” of new ministry 
initiatives to see if they could be a 
vital ministry for Our Savour’s and 
the community. The funding for the 
Parish Nurse has come out of this 
designated fund in 2021. Operating 
funds have not been used. But, going 
forward funding this position cannot 
continue in this way. There are not the 
designated funds to do so, but even 
if there were, it is not the purpose of 
this fund to provide ongoing ministry 
salaries.

If you have additional questions or 
would like more clarity, please do not 
hesitate to ask Pastor Lloyd or contact 
the church office.

viding first contact assessments and 
health resources connections.

Q.  Once Covid is over will we still 
need an online service?
A.  Yes. The online service is a vital 
outreach tool. Just like there are work-
ers who are not wanting to return to 
the office, there will continue to be 
people who want to worship at home.  
While online will never provide the 
important social connections and 
sense of being the Body of Christ 
together that is possible in person, it 
is still a vital ministry. Online, will 
continue to be important to those 
in care centers. It can be a way for 
parents and families who choose to 
participate in sports tournaments, but 
still want to worship, to do so. It is be-
ing utilized by snow-birds and others 
who travel other parts of the country 
for part of the year and want to stay 
connected to Our Saviour’s. There are 
several families who have discovered 
our online service but live too far 
away to attend and are contributing 
from places like Iowa, Florida, Arizo-
na, Tanzania, Nigeria, etc. Finally, it is 
a great way for new people who want 
to “check out” Our Saviour’s as they 
are deciding if they want to come and 
worship with us to do so first. It is a 
great outreach tool.

Q.  Why do we need another youth 
person?  Is Amy leaving?
A.  Amy is not leaving. For many 
years, Our Saviour’s has had a “youth 
person” and a “Christian education 
person.” They have held different 
titles over the years, but there have 
been two people providing ministry 
in these areas. When the pandemic 
came, Theresa, who had been work-
ing in the area of Christian education 
moved to fill the vacant community 
outreach position. The education 
position was taken over by Amy in 
addition to her other work in that 
area. Amy was able to do this at that 
time, primarily because the pandemic 
greatly reduced what we were able to 
do in person and on site. As on-site 

Harvesting Hope
by Pastor Lloyd Menke

Some questions have arisen regarding 
the Harvesting Hope giving appeal for 
2022. Those questions might be ones 
others are wondering about, so in 
order to provide some further clarity 
and promote further understanding 
here are some answers.

Q.  Why is the church employing a 
parish nurse?
A.  In the gospel, Jesus heals over, and 
over again. We can see from Jesus’ 
actions, health and healing were part 
of making God’s kingdom known. 
Every Sunday we pray for those who 
are in need of healing. As Christians 
we are called to not only pray, but to 
help where we can. But, you might 
ask, isn’t that what clinics and hos-
pitals do? Of course it is, and our 
medical professionals are living their 
faith as they care for others. But, think 
about it, during the Great Depres-
sion, churches were at the forefront 
of providing soup kitchens. We host 
Food with Friends, provided food 
for Sharing and Caring Hands, and 
hosted Loaves and Fishes to provide 
a summer noon meal every week day.  
We do tons of ministry with food.  
We do this despite the fact that there 
are numerous restaurants and gro-
cery stores – because there is a need.  
Despite the good and important work 
that clinics, hospitals, and public 
health workers do – there is still a 
need for ministry bringing health and 
healing. In addition, a parish nurse 
can clearly and unequivocally connect 
the love of Jesus with providing health 
and healing service. This critical 
connection and linkage can be a great 
way of reaching out into the commu-
nity with Our Saviour’s ministry in 
ways that touch all ages. This is not a 
ministry simply to the elderly, but if 
funded, this position will be working 
with chemical dependency (alcohol, 
cocaine, fentanyl, etc.), mental health, 
newborn/stillborn grieving, as well as, 
serving as a vital resource in pro-
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Amy Hanson
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry

651-437-9052, ext. 30; cyf@osel.org

Children, Youth & Family Ministry 

First Communion 
Workshops & Services
At Our Saviour’s, we invite those in 
5th grade and older to join in learning 
more about the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion and celebrate their First 
Communion during a special service. 
The First Communion workshops 
and services are open to anyone in 
5th grade or older who has not yet 
had their First Communion. If your 
child had their First Communion 
earlier but you would like them to 
learn more about communion at Our 
Saviour’s and make their own com-
munion cup, they are also welcome 
to attend. Please register for both a 
workshop and a service online using 
the links below or call the office at 
(651) 437-9052. 

First Communion Workshops 
– Register at https://www.signup-
genius.com/go/805044CA5AB2E-
ABF94-first5 
 • Sunday, Jan. 23 from 6-7pm
 • Sunday, Feb. 6 from 6-7pm 

First Communion Services – 
Register at https://www.signupge-
nius.com/go/805044CA5AB2E-
ABF94-first6 
 • Sunday, February 27 at 10:30am
 • Thursday, April 14 at 7pm 
  (Maundy Thursday)

Our Youth Nights have been a blast 
and we will keep them rolling into 
the New Year! You can register online 
at the link below or contact Amy 
Hanson at cyf@osel.org. Everyone is 
welcome so invite your friends!
 • 5th & 6th Grade Youth Night –  
  January 21, 7-9 pm  
  (Theme: ALL THINGS SNOW)
 • 3rd & 4th Grade Youth Night – 
  February 11, 7-9 pm  
  (Theme: BAKE-OFF!)
Register: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
805044CA5AB2EABF94-youth2 

DONUTS & DEVOS 
High School Students
For the next DONUTS & DEVOS 
for High School Students, we will be 
meeting at Caribou at 7 am on 
Monday, Dec. 13. 
Bring a friend, enjoy a treat, and take 
part in a brief 15 minute devotional to 
start your day. See you there!

Career Opportunity for 
a Youth Coordinator 
position at Our Saviour’s. 
Find out more information 
visit osel.org or contact the 
church office.

BUYING GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS? 
BUY THEM HERE!
Did you know you can purchase gift cards for 
all of the popular retailers and restaurants right 
here at Our Saviour’s for no extra charge? Cari-
bou, Starbucks, Kwik Trip, American Eagle, Cub, 

Holiday, too many to list! AND, a portion of your purchase will go directly to 
supporting next summer’s High School Mission Trip – that’s a win-win!
To order, visit www.shopwithscrip.com and use code 2E76F91A13753 to regis-
ter and start ordering gift cards. Or, you may call the office at 651-437-9052 to 
place an order over the phone. Order forms available at the Information Desk. 
Place orders no later than Dec. 15 to receive in time for Christmas.

High School 
Mission Trip 
2022
This summer we 
will be the hands, 
feet, and heart of 
Christ in Fairbanks, Alaska! Our work 
in Fairbanks will primarily focus on 
helping individuals and organizations 
dealing with homelessness. We will 
have days filled with hard work and 
days where we get to explore God’s 
beauty in the amazing state of Alas-
ka. The 2022 High School Summer 
Mission Trip is open to all those who 
have finished 8th grade and older. 
Registration forms are available at 
church or contact Amy Hanson (cyf@
osel.org). Registrations and nonre-
fundable deposits are due to the office 
NO LATER than January 31, 2022. 
Join us on this epic servant adventure!   
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Parish Nurse Notes
by Sherri Lohmann RN

Can you describe how it feels, to be nearly 2 years into 
life during a pandemic, in one word? My word is surreal. 
In so many ways, our daily lives are strangely different 
now. We experience stress in ways we never did before. 
Some days we may be able to navigate the ups and downs 
better than other days. For those experiencing grief it 
can be especially hard. People are more limited in the 
ways they can support those who are grieving. Holiday 
celebrations will look different for all, but even more so 
if someone is missing at the table. People in grief might 
expect to feel deeper grief at holidays. But they may be 
surprised to feel deep sadness at a time they didn’t ex-
pect to feel that way. During stress-filled times, we have 
opportunities to practice grace, patience, and forgiveness 
to those around us as we all find our way through the 
changes and the challenges. We can offer support, help, 
and prayers for those around us. Offering support, help, 
and prayers for members and families of OSEL is a core 
principle in my role as Parish Nurse. 

This month’s article includes some helpful resources for 
tough times. Anyone interested in these resources but 
does not have computer access, please call Our Saviour’s 
church office. I can provide information from these sites 
to people unable to access them by computer. 

Many of our members lack computer access and some 
may not be able to listen to services on the radio. In our 
Nov. 21, 2021 service, I spoke about the parish nurse 
position. With calls and visits I see areas that challenge 
our members in their everyday lives. For various reasons 
it is hard for most people to ask for help, myself includ-
ed. Sometimes we just don’t know who to ask for help. 
My hope and prayer for members and friends of Our 
Saviour’s is that they feel safe to reach out to their church 
family for help. If I can be a conduit to a connection for 
help, I will do so gladly. 

Much of my early work in this role focused on reaching 
out to members living alone or who experienced the 
death of their spouse during the prior year. Many of our 
members experienced loneliness, decreased access to 
medical care, and less connection to church, especially if 

they lacked computer access or transportation. I con-
tinue to reach out to members with calls and visits, to 
meet them where they are at and provide help as needed. 
Another early focus was mental health and substance 
use. I am currently furthering my study of brain devel-
opment in youth and young adults. I hope to bring this 
valuable insight to our parents raising adolescents and to 
the youth. This information will also be used to provide 
education to our workgroup as we plan how to raise 
awareness of opioid overdose and fentanyl poisoning 
to parents, youth, and our community. To expand the 
parish nurse role, I am beginning work on areas such as 
support for new parents, families with young children, 
those raising children with special needs, miscarriage 
ministry, support for those impacted by divorce, and 
financial struggles. My goal is to support and care for our 
members across the generations!

Some helpful resources:

For members with hearing and vision loss 
• Please call the OSEL office if interested in receiving  
 our sermons (large print type) in the mail.

Transportation help
• Hastings Family Service Just Friends program   
 provides free rides to and from medical, dental,   
 counseling, and social service appointments 
 locally or in the Twin Cities metro area. All rides
  must originate in Hastings. Drivers are trained 
 volunteers. To schedule a ride, please call Maddie
  at Hastings Family Service 651-437-7134 by   
 Wednesday of the week before the appointment.

Financial helps
• Dakota County Financial Empowerment offers   
 free help to those dealing with financial challenges.  
 Counselors provide caring help. I invite you to
  call them at 651-554-5763 or go to https://www.  
 co.dakota.mn.us/HealthFamily/PersonalFinance/  
 Pages/default.aspx
• Fare For All is a great way to stretch your food   
 dollar. Meats and produce purchased in large   
 quantities result in 40% savings for people of   
 any age and any income. All meat is frozen. 
 Simply arrive at a site during the time listed on the
  website. Cash, credit, debit or EBT cards are ac-  
  cepted. Closest site to Hastings is All Saints 
 Lutheran, 8100 Belden Blvd., Cottage Grove MN.   
 Find information about his program at https://  
 fareforall.thefoodgroupmn.org/. Sherri can get 
 information to you on dates and sites if you are   
 without computer access.

Continued on p. 8
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Mental Health help
• NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental   
 Illness) works to improve the lives of people   
 affected by mental illness. They provide free 
 classes, support groups, printable fact sheets, and   
 other help. See what is available at https://namimn.  
 org/ or 651-645-2948. 
• Dakota County Crisis Response Unit – 952-891-  
 7171. This service is available 24/7 to help adults,   
 children, and youth in Dakota County. They can   
 provide crisis assessments and stabilization, urgent   
 appointments, and family support. Additional 
 information and mental health support phone   
 numbers for adults and children can be found at   
 https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/HealthFamily/Men-
 talHealth/Pages.
• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (24/7) –   
 1-800-273-8255
• Crisis text line (24/7) Text MN to 741741 for   
 mental health crisis or contemplating suicide
 Luke 2:10 tells us that the angel said to the terri-  
 fied shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you   
 good news that will cause great joy for all the   
 people.” 

May you find joy, even in the challenges,  as you cele-
brate the birth of our Lord! Please call or email sherri.
lohmann@osel.org, if you have questions, concerns, or 
need help to find that joy.
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Santa’s Secret Workshop
This event gives the kids who are 
connected to Hastings Family 
Service's adopt-a-family program 
an opportunity to shop in the small 
store we have set up and pick out 
items for others in their family. It 
takes many volunteers to make this 
day a success.

Sign up for 2-hour shifts in the following areas:
• Set up and organize Friday, 
 Dec. 10, 10 am-4 pm
• Help kids shop and wrap gifts     
 Dec. 11, 8:30 am-4:30 pm
• Clean up Dec. 11, 4pm-6pm

Sign up at osel.org to volunteer or contact Theresa.chat-
elle@osel.org

Small Groups Meeting Weekly

Join in a weekly Bible study
Gather together with a pastor to read the scripture 
for the coming Sunday’s worship, read commentar-
ies concerning the scripture and then discuss, learn 
and grow in understanding, and faith. Please know 
you are invited!

Each of the following meets in person in the church 
building. Join a group!

Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:00 a.m.
Thursday Men's Bible Study, 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Men's Bible Study, 7:00 a.m. 

Online Worship Services Continue
We continue to offer an online option for our Sunday services. 
We invite you to join us each week: 
 • Our website: www.osel.org 
 • Like our page on Facebook @oursaviours 
 • Subscribe to our YouTube channels: 
   Our Saviour’s Hastings and Our Saviour’s Youth - Hastings

Visit sites often but especially on Sunday mornings for the most recent 
service or music project.

For those who don’t have access to a computer or internet, please tune in to 
KDWA 1460 AM or 97.7 FM radio at 6:30pm on Sundays or 6:30pm Wednesdays. 

Personal and Family Devotionals and Care Notes 
Provided by the Pastoral Care Team are available for 
free and found in the rack outside the church office. You 
are welcome to take one for yourself or offer one to a 
friend. Jan/Feb/March devotions are available by mid 
December. Stop by M-F, 9-4:30 or pick them up when 
you come to worship.



osel.org
What's New          GIVE              Sign Ups

Upcoming Events                   Recent Services
and more

giving. If you itemize deductions you may be able to 
deduct up to 100% of your Adjusted Gross Income for 
charitable giving. Even if you don’t itemize, you may be 
able to deduct an extra $300 ($600 for couples). Check 
with your financial or tax advisor on these opportuni-
ties.

Year-to-date giving as of October is $729,758, up about 
2% compared to last year. This represents only about 
61% of our full-year budget. Year-to-date giving less 
expenses is +$5,000. The HVAC project is in its final 
stages as Tom Walt talks about elsewhere in this edition 
of The Messenger. Payment for this, plus other expenses 
as we near the end of the year, is projected to put us at a 
deficit of about $50,000.

With your help, I’m confident we can catch up before 
the end of the year and that we will be able to support 
our staff, our building needs and our ministry pro-
grams. Through our programming, outreach, service 
and mission support we are making a difference in the 
lives of those at Our Saviour’s, in the Hastings commu-
nity and throughout the world. Please consider giving 
to the general fund and helping us catch up by year 
end and finish strong. You can do so with the online or 
text-giving options available to the Our Saviour’s con-
gregation. Check out the web site at osel.org for more 
giving options.
 
Merry Christmas!

Donate online at www.osel.org/
donate or mail your donation to 
the church office at: Our Saviour’s, 

400 9th Street West, Hastings, MN 55033. Thank you for 
your continued generosity and support of Our Saviour’s! 
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Financial Update
by Joyce Nelson

The holiday season is upon us! I hope all of you are able 
to spend time safely enjoying the holiday festivities with 
family and friends this year. As you celebrate the hol-
idays, please remember that Our Saviour’s needs your 
continued financial support to maintain our beautiful 
church building and continue to serve our congregation 
and community.

Thank you to everyone that turned in their Plan for 
Giving form! If you haven’t turned yours in yet, it’s not 
too late! This is a tremendous help in budgeting for 
ministry programs for next year and helps you plan as 
well. Forms can be turned in to the church office, in the 
offering plate, mailed, or filled out on our website at 
osel.org.

It’s also time to plan your year-end giving. If you are 
behind on your 2021 commitment or are able to give 
a little extra to support the ministry of Our Saviour’s, 
now is the time to do so. According to the IRS, giving 
needs to be received at Our Saviour’s or be postmarked 
by Dec. 31st in order to be included on your 2021 giving 
statement.

Did you know that if you are age 70 ½ or older there 
are tax advantages to giving directly from your IRA 
account to the church? Also this year, the CARES Act 
has extended additional tax deductions for charitable 

Tanzania Scholarships
Despite the worldwide COVID 
pandemic, Tanzania schools are 
continuing to meet, as they are able. 
Therefore, there is still a need for 
sponsorship of students for secondary 
education in Tanzania. Our Saviour’s 
has committed to providing scholar-
ships to 10 students from each of our sister congrega-
tions in Ilambilole and Ihominyi. We are hoping to raise 
$10,000 for these scholarships. These students’ ability to 
attend school is dependent upon our generosity. Please 
indicate on your donation TANZANIA SCHOLARSHIP. 
Thank you for your willingness to assist those less for-
tunate. Donate online at www.osel.org/give or bring or 
mail your donation to church.



by Thomas Walt
Tom.Walt@osel.org

It was a glorious Autumn. October 1st began at 79 de-
grees. I even took a screenshot of that. I put away my 
shorts late in October, yet in just four months all the kids 
will be pulling them out in March when the tempera-
ture reaches 55 degrees for the next time! It’s all relative, 
right?

If only Daylight Saving Time (DST) didn’t hit me so hard 
this year. DST 2021 oddly knocked me way off. I was 
falling asleep a couple of hours earlier than the usual 
midnight and awake at 5 am. It’s not like I can change 
the internal clock as easily as I changed the 27 clocks 
throughout the church building. I can do that in about 
a half hour after six time changes in the last three years.  
Yet, my body clock took about two weeks to settle down.  
I’m keeping the earlier awake time so I see more sun up 
time.

The HVAC upgrade is winding down. The parking lot 
lights have been wired to a photocell so I don’t have to 
worry about that timer anymore. The Belimo valves are 
responding to signals for heat and cool in the Fellowship 
Hall like they haven’t since I got here. BIG THANKS to 
Jamie Chatelle, our boiler operator donor, for spending 
a day plumbing in the new valves! We are not only able 
to see temperatures but can also adjust for humidity and 
CO2 levels in the five largest building areas. The air is 
even being exhausted from the Fellowship Hall bath-
rooms again, and that’s a good thing!

There is a new hum when you walk by the Boiler Room 
and Air Handler Unit (AHU) as the high efficiency blow-
er motor works on the frequency cycle called Hertz now 
instead of just being ON or OFF. If you were to plug in a 
sub-woofer directly into any wall outlet, before it smokes 
and blows out, you’d hear the 60 Hertz cycle sounding 
out the Alternating Current. I believe it compares to the 
lowest tone on the pipe organ which is a C note three 
octaves below Middle C. It’s a dangerous play—over-
loading the speaker with 120 AC volts—and the speaker 
soon starts on fire as well. I’ve seen it done except I’m not 
advocating you do it. My point, however, is the frequency 
is at 60 cycles per second. The AHU Frequency Drive 

controls the motor and safely reduces the cycles per 
second, thus dropping the speed of the motor. The motor 
can run slower now instead of only full speed, so the 
frequency change can be heard in the sound the motor 
makes as you pass by. You won’t hear the one on top of 
the sanctuary.

And we save energy and money.

My job is mostly about observation. I look around a 
room and see what needs to be cleaned up, fixed, moved, 
or enhanced. Looking around the grounds, there are 
those with green thumbs who see what I don’t. We each 
have differing awareness levels. I can cut the lawn, trim 
the edges, clean the walkways, and apply weed-n-feed 
since I found out someone recently sold their business 
who had been generously donating it to us. I’ve observed 
the outside cement planters have some new accoutre-
ments. I’d dumped out the dirt in them before it freezes 
solid like everything else. I’d been trying some plastic 
pots to use as inserts in them, but someone has beaten 
me to the punch. What do you notice?

And thanks to the happy elves who decorated for Advent.  
I love lights in the greenery too. 

Thanks for the seasonal boost!  
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Hastings Community 
Blood Drive

Hosted by Regina Medical Center Auxiliary 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

Monday, Dec. 20
12 NOON to 6:00 PM

Tuesday, Dec. 28
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

For more information or to make an 
appointment, please call Gail at 

651-248-1173 or 1-800-RED CROSS
visit: www.redcrossblood.org

Enter Sponsor code: Our Saviours

   River Valley 
 Concert Band 
Sunday, Dec. 12, 3 pm
St. Philips Lutheran, 15th & Pleasant
Under the direction of Tom Maeck, the program will 
include many Christmas holiday favorites with a special 
guest performance by Bells of the Bluffs, directed by 
Marilee Anderson. 
Food donations to be gathered for Hastings Family 
Service and a free will offering to support the band will 
be received.  



Baptized 
at 

Our Saviour’s

Rylee Lynn Werner
Born: August 26, 2021
Baptized: October 31, 20221
Parents: Zach & Mackenzie Werner
Sponsors: Amanda Meier, Paul Greten

Elliott Rose Lohmann
Born: May 28, 2020
Baptized: November 7, 2021
Parents: Justin & Tracy Lohmann
Sponsors: Jeff Lothenbach, Matt Lohmann,
 Mike Lohmann

Sevie Joyce Lohmann
Born: May 25, 2021
Baptized: November 7, 2021
Parents: Brett & Andera Lohmann
Sponsors: Kim & Mike Lohmann, 
 Scout Copeland

If you wish to be baptized or have a child 
baptized, you must first attend a seminar. 
Please call Ann Traeder at 651.437.9052, x10 
for more information.

We are grateful to receive the following me-
morials and gifts given by family and friends 
in memory of those listed for Christ’s work 
through our congregation:

Al Peterson
Joyce Hoffman

Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to:

Nancy Angerman - death of father
Katie McCarville - death of mother
Tara Hubbart - death of mother
LaVonne Soleim, Ruth Dahl, Jan 
Woog - death of sister
John & Marlene Hildebrandt - death of daughter

Please remember these and others you may know of 
in your prayers.
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Our prayer chain is composed of 
church members who pray daily for 
those requesting prayers for themselves 
and others. Prayer requests can be 
for anyone, not just members of our 

church or community. Requests are kept confidential 
unless otherwise specified and may be submitted to the 
Prayer Chain: OSELPrayerChain@gmail.com or to the 
Prayer Chain Anchor, Rosanne Otto by phone or text at 
651-226-8299 (voicemail is available if no one answers).
You may also call the church office, 651-437-9052.

Baptized children receive their very own Spark 
Story Bible. This bible brings God’s Word to life 
through colorful art and rich retelling of 150 of the 
most popular bible stories. The first three years of 
life are a most remarkable opportunity to introduce 
children to the amazing love of God through stories, 
songs, parental support, fellowship, artwork, rituals, 
prayers, and other means of faith formation!

To Theresa & Amazing volunteers,
THANK YOU for showing so much kindness. We cannot 
thank you enough for taking the time to pack 600 Food-
4Kids bags. You took an idea and made it so happen. At 
the end of day, today 2,364 Food4Kids bags have been 
delivered to the schools since the start of the 2021-22 
year. This wouldn't be possible with your help and sup-
port. Thank you! We are forever grateful.
Amy and friends at United Way of Hastings

Tree of Remembrance
Once again this Christmas season we 
invite you to remember in a special 
way, loved ones who have died. You are 
invited to stop in our Chapel, place the 
name of your loved one on a bow, place 
the bow on our Tree of Remembrance and then 
remove from the tree a special ornament. May God 
grant you peace and comfort as you remember 
your loved ones this Christmas.
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May Peace be your gift at Christmas and 
your blessing all year through! Have a safe 

and joy-filled Christmas season!
Your Staff at

Our Saviour’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sherri Lohmann

Kathy Hardy

David Doll

Chef Johnny Wakeen


