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Online Worship Services Continue
We continue to offer an online option for our Sunday services. 
We invite you to join us each week: 
 • Our website: www.osel.org 
 • Like our page on Facebook @oursaviours 
 • Subscribe to our YouTube channels: 
   Our Saviour’s Hastings and Our Saviour’s Youth - Hastings

Visit sites often but especially on Sunday mornings for the most recent 
service or music project.

For those who don’t have access to a computer or internet, please tune in to 
KDWA 1460 AM or 97.7 FM radio at 6:30pm on Sundays or 6:30pm Wednesdays. 

Saturday Evening
5:30  Worship (ending Oct. 30)

Sunday Morning
8:00  Worship
9:15  Traditional Blended Worship
10:30  Modern Blended Worship

Wednesday Evening
7:00   WoW Service 

Education Opportunities
Sunday Morning
9:15 & 10:30 JAM (Jesus & Me) 
Adult Connect sessions, select Sundays

Wednesday Evening
6:00  JAM
7:00  God+Life

 Articles from Pastors & Staff
 Volunteer Opportunities 
 Worship and Music Ministry  p. 3 
 WoW Service & Meal  p. 3 
 Thanksgiving & Christmas Services  p. 4
 Hops & Hymns  p. 4
 Children, Youth & Family Ministry  p. 5 
 Topical Bible Study  p. 6
 Food with Friends  p. 6
 Santa's Secret Workshop  p. 9
 Hats & Mittens Collection Drive  p. 9
 Birthday Party for Jesus  p. 12 

The CDC recommends wearing a 
face mask indoors in public, 

regardless of vaccination status.
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My Fellow Faith Journeyers,

Sadly, we have become accustomed 
to the news not being uplifting. From 
the latest Covid numbers to the most 
recent political news, from the most 
recent hurricane’s destruction to the 
report on the latest violence, there is 
not much that is hopeful in either the 
newspapers, on the internet or TV 
these days. Being barraged by all of 
this bad news day-after-day can not 
only bring about a sense of cynicism, 
but even more, it can leave a person 
feeling hopeless.

So, how do we as believers in Jesus the 
Christ respond to all of this bad news?  
How do we go forward in our lives as 
Jesus’ people?

As people who believe God came 
down in the form of man because he 
loves us, and wanted to save us from 
the ultimate cost of our sins, we need 
to have faith that God still is con-
cerned about us. Even as we are con-
fronted with all of the present realities 
of our broken and hurting world, we 
must believe Jesus loves each of us 
and every person involved in all this 
brokenness. So, to put it most simply, 
we go forward in faith.  

“We live by faith, not by sight.”   
(2 Corinthians 5:7)

The man learned very quickly, that 
though he could now see, he need-
ed to walk in faith, rather than by 
sight. At the end of the story the man 
confesses his faith to Jesus when he 
exclaims, “Lord, I believe.”

In these days that can seem dark, 
remember to listen with your heart 
for it is then that Jesus speaks to you 
of his truth, and will guide you to 
new hope. It is only when we live in 
hope, that we can then listen to Jesus’ 
guidance and be a part of his solution 
to today’s problems. For ultimately, 
the only solution that we have to the 
problems of the world is Jesus and his 
love.

Listen to Jesus, and follow in faith.

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Joel Rova-Hegener

Our Ministers:
 All members of Our Saviour’s

Pastoral Staff: 
 Lloyd Menke, Senior Pastor
 Joel Rova-Hegener, Associate Pastor

Our Website: www.OSEL.org
Church email: OSEL@OSEL.org

Our vision: Rooted in God’s grace, always made new.

Our mission: Living as the hands, feet and heart of  Christ.

Our promise: Rejoicing together in God’s grace, hope and love.  

We look with our eyes at the world 
and tend to only see the worst. We 
can feel as if there are no solutions, 
but when we live from our hearts, 
from our faith, we can trust God is 
present. Then, love can have a say.

Think about the story of Jesus healing 
the man born blind in John, chapter 
nine. The man never asks to be given 
sight. Jesus, in response to his disci-
ples’ questions, spits, makes mud to 
put on the man’s eyes and then tells 
him to go and wash in the pool of 
Siloam. The man faithfully went to the 
pool without ever asking a question, 
washed his eyes and found that he 
could see! It was a miracle!

Once he could see, the man was 
confronted with the sins of the world.  
His neighbors didn’t want to believe 
he was healed. The Pharisees didn’t 
want to believe either. Then, when 
they couldn’t deny his healing, they 
tried to claim that Jesus was a sinful 
man. All of this was done in order 
to not have their power questioned.  
Eventually, the powerful leaders threw 
him out of their presence and good- 
standing in the community. This 
was the very community he had just 
entered for the first time when he was 
given his sight!



Worship and Music Ministry
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W	o	W	
MUSIC		+		MESSAGE		+		MEANING	

Worship on Wednesdays 
Each week at 7 PM

Each 30-minute service begins at 7 pm and includes 
live music and a brief message. All are welcome, 
invite your friends! 

Meals with Chef Johnny 
Wednesday night dinners 5:30-7:00 pm 
(before the WoW service) 
Chef Johnny is planning these tasty meals: 
 Oct. 27 Lebanese Chicken
 Nov. 3  Taco Bake
 Nov. 10  Forest Gump Meatloaf
 Nov. 17  Roasted Pork Loin

Please consider helping with serving and cleanup. 
Sign-up Sheets at the Information Center for dessert 
donations and help serving/cleanup or use the signup link 
at osel.org.

We are looking forward to having 
regular greeters, readers,
ushers and coffee & donut servers 
on Sunday mornings. Would you 
consider providing a ride for some-
one to attend worship? If you are 
interested in any of these volunteer 
opportunities, please call the office 
651-437-9052.

Musicians interested in sharing their gifts in Worship, 
please contact:
 Diane at diane.pearson@osel.org 
 Jason at jcraftmusic@gmail.com. 
 Kathy at rkhardy2@gmail.com (to join handbells)

 
Exploring the ways the Bible, 
daily life, the world and our 
faith meet. 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall.
Coffee and donuts available.

November 14 - Presenter, Bob Traeder 
9:15 am "A Field Guide to Islam"  

The roots of this presentation are from a deployment to 
Afghanistan. The Commanding Officer, said to Bob, 
"I don't want any of the troops to do anything stupid 
when it comes to Islam. Put together a guide so they 
know what's up."  Bob also received some questions 
following his Sept. 26th presentation and will take 10 
minutes at the beginning or end to address. 

10:30 am  "Brief History of Afghanistan"  
A repeat of the presentation on September 26th.

Saturday Evening Worship  
Suspended Indefinitely starting November 1, 2021

Starting in November, the Con-
gregation Council has voted to 
suspend indefinitely the Saturday 
Evening Worship. At this time as 
the Council considered how to best 
use available resources (building 
use, staff time, etc.) to effective-
ly reach the greatest number of 
people, the Council decided to real-
locate resources. As we move out of the pandemic, the 
Congregation Council remains open and will continue 
to evaluate and plan how to best serve the evolving needs 
for worship. 

Sunday Morning Worship schedule to change, 
Sunday January 2, 2022
In response to worship survey data we received from you 
and current attendance patterns, beginning the first Sun-
day of 2022 the Sunday morning worship schedule will 
change. These changes will allow for an adult educational 
time between the 9:00 and 10:30 services. The Congrega-
tion Council voted to hold worship services at:
 • 8:00 am (Covid concerned service) 
 • 9:00 am 
 Adult learning and Coffee Fellowship at 9:55 am
 • 10:30 am

The JAM schedule will continue at both 9:00 and 10:30. 

The time for WOW (Worship on Wednesday) remains 
the same.
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Christmas Worship Services – 2021

December 24 - Christmas Eve
1:30 pm – Modern Christmas Eve service with   
  The New Creation Band 
3:00 pm – Family Christmas Eve service
9:30 pm – Outdoor Candlelight service
10:00 pm – Traditional Christmas Eve service

December 25 – Christmas Day
 10:00 am – Traditional Christmas Day service

December 26 – Sunday 
 9:15 am – Sunday worship service

*Services and times may be adjusted due to the 
Covid pandemic.

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship followed by 

Pie Fellowship  
Here at Our Saviour’s 

November 24, 7:00 p.m.

Plan now to attend and bring your favor-
ite pie to share. NO regular WoW service 
or supper that night.

We need a pie cutting coordinator for 
our Pie Fellowship. Please contact the 
church office, 651-437-9052, or theresa.
chatelle@osel.org if you would be able 
to help on that evening.

For Your Planning...

Come, sing the good news and have 
a good brew! Whether your voice is 
audition-worthy or carpool karaoke, 
you are invited to Spiral Brewery on 
Nov. 18 at 7pm. 
Don’t know any hymns? No prob-
lem! Music and books are provided. 
Bring your friends and sing along!

We meet on the third Thursday each 
month. 

150th Anniversary Notes

Honoring the Past - Embracing the Future 1871-2021

Christmas ornaments are available in the church office 
depicting the different church buildings throughout our 
150 years. A set of 4 different ornaments is $30 or each 
ornament may be purchased separately at $10 each.

We are taking orders for a printed copy of the 150th 
Anniversary Booklet that is being created. Sign up in 
the church office or Information desk. Price to be deter-
mined.

Coming Soon...
Watch for the 150th Anniversary video/documentary 
which will be available to view online sometime soon 
on YouTube.com (Our Saviour's Hastings) and/or posted 
at OSEL.org. It will include interviews by congregation 
members, produced by Seth Duin. 

Funeral/Memorial Service Luncheons 
Since we are having more luncheons following these 
type of services, we find we need more volunteers to help 
serve the families. If you would be willing to help with 
setup, serving and cleanup for these receptions please 
leave your name with the church office to be placed on a 
list of volunteers.

Beer and Brats and celebrating 
Reformation Sunday on Oct. 31!

Noon to 2 pm at Spiral Brewery. 
Families invited. Lunch provided.

2nd Street parking will be closed due to Halloween Event. 



Amy Hanson
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry

651-437-9052, ext. 30; cyf@osel.org

Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
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CAMP WAPO – Ignite 
Youth Retreat 
Nov. 5-7
The Ignite Retreat is open to any-
one in grades 6-8 and is a perfect 
way to get recharged! Ignite is at 
Camp Wapo and will welcome back 
some of your favorite summer counselors. You’ll return 
home fully ignited to serve others and share your love of 
Christ! 
For more details and to register, check out: 
www.lakewapo.org/programs/ignite-youth-retreat.

SOCKtober  — October 1 - 31
It’s time once again to pick up some new packages of 
socks and get them on the feet of those who need them! 
Throughout the month of October, there will be a basket 
in the Gathering Area at church to collect donations of 
socks. Adult and youth, short and long, dressy and casual 
– they are all needed!

YOUTH NIGHTS ARE BACK!
Invite your friends and have a blast during an evening 
of Gaga Ball, games, food, and music! Youth Night runs 
7pm – 9pm at Our Saviour’s and is absolutely FREE! 
RSVP today to Amy Hanson at cyf@osel.org as space is 
limited.

5th & 6th Graders – Friday, October 29
3rd & 4th Graders – Friday, December 3

Please write camper’s name on all items 
 Face masks* (min of 5 is recommended)  
 bible, pen and notebook 
 bedding or sleeping bag, pillow 
 clothing appropriate for the current weather 
 warm jacket, hat and gloves/mittens. 
 more than one pair of shoes 
 towel for shower 
 water bottle 
 sunscreen 
 bug repellent 
 Toothbrush, toothpaste 
 soap, shampoo 
 canteen/shoppo money*(20 is recommended) 
 More can be added online at lakewapo.org 

In striving to create a positive environment for all 
members of our camp community, staff and campers 
should bring clothes that would be appropriate in a 
school setting. Clothing must allow staff and campers a 
full range of motion—sitting, bending, reaching, 
running, rescuing etc - without requiring perpetual 
readjustment. The individual should feel comfortable, 
and clothing should not pose a distraction to the wearer 
during camp activities.  

 cell phones 
 headphones/mp3/ipod/gaming systems 
 lighters/matches 
 weapons/knives/fireworks 
 non-prescription medications 
 illegal drugs or alcohol 
 personal sports equipment 
 animals  
 Items containing nuts 
 clothing or jewelry that you would be sad to 

lose. 

Any of the above restricted items brought to 
camp will be held by staff and returned at the 
end of the retreat. We reserve the right to 
search personal belongings, with the camper 
present. Illegal drugs, tobacco, alcohol, knives, 
firearms, fireworks or anything that might be 
perceived as a weapon are not tolerated at 
camp. The camp staff may require any person 
found with these items to leave camp. Parents 
are responsible for coming to get any child 
being sent home with no compensation or 
refund. 

IGNITE  
FALL 2021 

715.268.8434      
campwapo@campwapo.org 

lakewapo.org 

Pack ing List Please Don’t Bring 

Clothing Policy  

There’s nothing we like better than being able to return 
things to their owner!  Lost and found items are kept at 
camp for 1 month after the retreat when they are 
donated to a local charity. Please call the office at 
715.268.8434 as soon as possible so we can be on the 
look out for any lost items.  

Lost & Found 

Drop off & Pick  up 
Friday:  Please arrive between 6:45 pm and 
8:00 pm 
 
Sunday: Parents are welcome to pick up 
campers at 11 am on Sunday.  

Congratulations to our 
Class of 2021 Confirmands! 

Thirty five youth affirmed their baptism and 
confirmed their faith in God in September.
Each of these youth participated in the 
God+Life program at Our Saviour’s from 7th 
– 9th grade. This class spent over 1,400 hours 
individually giving back to their community 
and church as the hands, feet, and heart of 
Christ. We were delighted to be able to share in 
their special day!

Saturday, Sept. 18
Aidan Stoltz

Saturday, Sept. 25
Elise Atkins
Autumn Burt
Mark DeNoyer
Madison Deutsch
Grace Gerlach
Jaylen Hanson
Hannah Hoff
Olivia Judge
Gabrionna Kurtz
Katelynn Shafer
Joseph Stefanski
Lily Thurmes
Lani VanHavermaet
Carter Watts
Sophia Weber
Connor Zgoda

Sunday, Sept. 26
Jackelyn Anderson
Emma Bakker
Mason Boeff
Kaitlyn Borash
Jackson Dimmick
Natalie Duerkop
Tanner Halverson
Madyn Hanson
Eve Lawson
Maya Norgaard
Danielle Peterson
Jolie Pettit
Devin Plank
Aidan Prazak
Lucas Sorenson
John Teigland
Brooke Townsend
Wyatt Vieth

YOUTH PROGRAMMING IS ROLLING
If you haven’t yet checked out JAM (Jesus & Me for grades PreK - 6) or God+Life 
(grades 7-9), you are missing out! Come join the fun on Sundays or Wednesdays. 
For more info, check www.osel.org, contact Amy Hanson at cyf@osel.org, or call 
the office at (651) 437-9052.  
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Zoom Topical Bible Study
Mondays, Dec. 6 & 13 - 6:30 pm

What do Santa Claus, Good King Wenceslaus, and the 
Christmas Tree have to do with Christmas? 
If you are interested in finding out, attend the Monday 
Evening Zoom Bible study on December 6th and 13th. We 
will learn about and discuss how certain figures, carols, 
stories and traditions have Christian roots.

Contact Pastor Joel, or the church office to sign up for 
this study. If you have attended previous Topical Studies, 
you are already on the list.

Meeting via Zoom allows those who work, or care for 
children to participate without needing to leave home, 
or find childcare. If the kids get loud, you simply mute 
yourself. When the study ends, you are home!

Small Groups Meeting Weekly

Join in a weekly Bible study
Gather together with a pastor to read the scripture 
for the coming Sunday’s worship, read commentar-
ies concerning the scripture and then discuss, learn 
and grow in understanding, and faith. Please know 
you are invited!

Each of the following meets in person in the church 
building. Join a group!

Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:00 a.m.
Thursday Men's Bible Study, 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Men's Bible Study, 7:00 a.m. 

Gather and Gab is a family 
group that meets once or twice 
a month to well, gather and 
gab about life. In the mix of the 
gabbing, we typically do a family 
service project. During Covid, 
we were stuffing the Food 4 Kids 
bags for United Way. Now, we 

are looking to expand our group and broaden our reach 
and include more families. 

Email Theresa.chatelle@osel.org  or call 437-9052 to find 
out more about this group or to sign up for any of the 
following dates: 

Here are a few upcoming opportunities to join: 
Oct 31, 2-5 pm - Hastings Family Service Creepy 
Candy Crawl—Downtown Hastings. We could use your 
help with making this event a success. Help hand out 
candy and run a few easy games. 

Nov 14, 2-4 pm—Soup Making. We will be making soup 
for our pastors and parish nurse to bring to members 
they visit. Most are shut-ins or unable to make a meal for 
themselves.

Nov 18, 7 pm—Join us at Spiral Brewery for Hops & 
Hymns. Hoping to have childcare available, so parents 
can have a night out (more details to come.)

Nov. 24, 7:30 pm—Pie Fellowship. Help cut and serve 
pies at our Thanksgiving Eve Pie Fellowship.

Personal and Family Devotionals and Care Notes 
Provided by the Pastoral Care Team are available for 
free and found in the rack outside the church office. You 
are welcome to take one for yourself or offer one to a 
friend. Oct/Nov/Dec devotions are available. Stop by 
M-F, 9-4:30 or pick them up when you come to worship.

Food With Friends - 
November 4 and 18
Food with Friends offers 
two meals  each month 
on the first and third 
Thursdays at 6:00 pm.  

November Menu:
November 4 - Rigatoni with meat sauce 
 (choose indoor dining or curbside pickup)
November 18 - Pork Chops, Veggies & Roasted   
 Potatoes (curbside pickup only)
To sign up for a meal visit OSEL.org or call 651-437-
9052.

To donate, watch for signup to donate for the November  
meals - coming soon. Also accepting monetary donations 
for food – drop off at the church office.
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Parish Nurse Notes
by Sherri Lohmann RN

Fentanyl. What in the world is Fentanyl? Why do I 
need to know what it is?
In my early years as a nurse, I knew fentanyl as a medica-
tion given along with anesthesia for patients in surgery. 
In later years fentanyl was prescribed for around-the-
clock pain relief as medicated patches applied to skin and 
replaced every 24-48 hours. Fentanyl can also be used 
for break-through cancer pain, as a tablet that dissolves 
under the tongue.

When I worked in substance use treatment, I was aware 
that sometimes people purposely misused the skin patch 
form of fentanyl, to get high. It was not a common occur-
rence. However, in the past few years, fentanyl has taken 
on a whole new look and threat. It is a danger that we all 
need to be aware of. 

Fentanyl is here in Hastings, in counterfeit pills made 
to look like prescription pills. Pills are available through 
social media apps. Since April of 2020, fentanyl poison-
ing caused the deaths of 4 Hastings teens, each age 19. 
We’ve learned that all it takes is one pill to kill someone.
So, what is fentanyl? First, it helps to know about opiates. 
Opiates are powerful pain-reliever drugs made from 
opium extracted from poppy plants. Opioids include 
morphine, hydrocodone, codeine, and oxycodone. Her-
oin is also an opioid, but an illegal one. Opioids produce 
relaxation, calm, and a sense of well-being. They act as 
depressants, and slow body functions such as breathing, 
heart rate and digestion. People dependent on opioids 
tend to keep taking opioids to avoid withdrawal. If peo-
ple overdose on opioids, whether accidentally or pur-
posely, the antidote is naloxone (Narcan). It can be given 
by injection or as a nasal spray. If given soon enough, it 
can completely reverse an overdose and prevent death.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid created in 1963 to be a pain 
reliever during surgery. Fentanyl is about 100 times more 
powerful than morphine. Now people are mass-produc-
ing fentanyl analogs. Analogs are chemical compounds 
that have similar effects as other medications but have 
different chemical structures. Dealers sell these fentanyl 
analog counterfeit tablets made to look like prescription 

medication such as Percocet, Xanax, or Adderall. The 
buyer may think they are buying a certain type of pill but 
instead get a tablet laced with fentanyl or a tablet of pure 
fentanyl. According to Hastings Police Chief Bryan Sha-
fer, there are currently about 58 types of fentanyl analogs. 
Fentanyl is also cut or laced into other substances such as 
heroin. Dakota County Drug Task Force said  pills (with 
fentanyl) are easier for dealers to disguise but fentanyl is 
even being laced into marijuana. There is no certainty 
that you get what you think you are getting.

The United States Department of Justice Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) issued a safety alert “One 
Pill Can Kill.” It warned of the dangers of purchasing 
pills somewhere other than a licensed pharmacy. The 
number of counterfeit pills containing fentanyl seized 
by DEA increased nearly 430% since 2019. Their testing 
shows that 2 out of every 5 pills contain enough fentanyl 
to kill someone.

One of those lethal counterfeit pills was sold in April 
2020 to Devin Norring, a 19-year-old Hastings resident 
who bought what he thought was a Percocet through 
snapchat, for dental pain. The pill Devin took was not 
Percocet, but fentanyl. It was enough fentanyl to kill 
at least 10 adults. Devin died from this pill. His mom 
Bridgette is passionate to get the word out about the dan-
gers of opioids, especially fentanyl. She went to United 
Way of Hastings for help in this process. Together they 
began to educate the community and to gather those who 
could join forces to help in the effort.

I met with Bridgette and heard her compelling story. The 
deaths of these teens created many ripples of grief in the 
friends of the teens as well as families. They reach out 
to Bridgette for support. She asked me how people get 
treatment. I provided information of how to access treat-
ment for substance use and where Hastings residents can 
get assessments and outpatient treatment. I am part of a 
community leader group organized through United Way, 
to increase awareness and education for our students, 
parents, and community about opioids and fentanyl 
as well as other substance misuse. This group includes 
the Dakota County Drug Task Force, Hastings Police 
Department, Dakota County Crisis Response, ISD 200, 
Allina community engagement, Bridgette Norring, Unit-
ed Way, and others. We met on 10.5.2021 to discuss how 
we can educate and increase awareness. Theresa Chatelle 
will join me in future meetings of this work group. She 
and I will in part, represent the faith community. We are 
passionate about the need to educate people about these 
dangers.

Continued on p. 8



Interested in making a 
sign similar to the ones 
pictured above?
You pick the word and the color board (the above are just 
samples)
Our words have the power to create or to destroy. Let’s 
create together! Local artist and teacher, Laura Stanley 
uniquely combines storytelling, small group conversation 
and calligraphy painting to create meaningful experienc-
es where people from all backgrounds will feel safe to be 
known and get to know old and new friends. No painting 
experience is necessary—just an open heart and an open 
Sunday afternoon! Join us for conversation and learn-
ing the art of hand lettering. You’ll walk away with new 
friends and your own hand-lettered art! 

December 5
1-3 pm

OSEL Fellowship Hall
$10 covers the cost of the class and the board

Sign up by emailing theresa.chatelle@osel.org 
or call 437-9052

Join Our Saviour’s families for dinner and a movie!

Bring a picnic or have something delivered and come 
enjoy the show on the big screen. Bring blankets, pillows 
or bean bags to lounge on during the movie. Lemonade 
and snacks will be available for freewill donation. 
Contact Lisa Bushberger with any questions.

Featured film: 

RR AA YY AA   AA NNDD   TT HHEE   LL AA SSTT   DD RR AAGGOO NN

Saturday, November 20th 
6:30 pm 

Come join OSEL families 
to enjoy a movie on the big screen 

in the fellowship hall 

Bring a picnic or have a meal delivered 

For more details,  
watch for future emails,  

check out the website and 
posters in the Narthex. 

Cont. from p. 7

There is a high risk to the developing brain of teens 
who use substances. In the past it was believed that 
brains of adolescents were fully developed because their 
brains were the size of adult brains. However, advanced 
brain imaging shows that there is much brain function 
growth still underway in the brain of an adolescent. 
Some brain areas only have growth spurts during adoles-
cence. A main area of the brain that is under construc-
tion for adolescents is the prefrontal cortex. It is the area 
responsible for executive function. This area of the brain 
makes plans, considers consequences of actions, and 
manages impulses. For many, this area is not fully devel-
oped until the mid-twenties.

If adolescents use substances during brain cell connec-
tion strengthening (wiring) and growth, the wiring or 
growth might not happen, or damage to the area could 
occur. For example, the hippocampus works to encode 
new memories. An adolescent’s hippocampus can be 
more damaged by alcohol or drug use than an adult’s 
hippocampus.

Signs of opioid overdose include unusual sleepiness, 
hard to waken, or unconscious; cold or clammy skin; 
nailbeds and lips blue; breathing slow, shallow, snoring, 
or absent; slow heart rate; pupils small; body muscles 
limp. Call 911. Our officers carry nasal spray Narcan that 
can overcome an overdose if used early enough. People 
often panic and leave the scene. The Good Samaritan law 
protects people who are with someone suspected of over-
dose, in most situations. Stay and make the call for help!

At the OSEL Information Center tract rack you will find 
One Pill Can Kill education cards or magnets as well as 
the one-page process guide I created, for seeking assess-
ment and/or treatment.

People try substances for many reasons. Often distress 
or pain, physical or mental, may lead someone to try 
substances. Some people may have an underlying mental 
health issue or trauma. We have an opportunity to offer 
non-judgmental support and encouragement to people 
struggling with substances, a way to be the hands, feet, 
and heart of Christ for people.

Please call or email me at sherri.lohmann@osel.org with 
any questions about substance use or treatment process. 
I can also help with resources for adolescents and adults. 
If you have ideas of ways to help educate our community, 
please speak with either Theresa Chatelle or myself.
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Financial Update
by Joyce Nelson

Year-to-date giving is up 2% compared with last year’s and consistent with 2019’s giving. 
Year-to-date expenses are up 4% compared to last year but down significantly from 2019.     
  2021  2020  Difference 2019  Difference
YTD Giving $655,898 $641,224 $14,674  $657,084 -$  1,186
YTD Expenses $651,350 $626,377 $24,973  $698,216 -$46,866
Net  $    4,548 $  14,847            -$10,299  -$ 41,132  -$36,584

Increased expenses compared to 2020 are mainly due to increases in Christian Education 
(Sunday School, VBS, Confirmation), youth activities, expenses for the 150th Anniversary 
celebration activities, online worship services and special music. Work is also being completed 
on the HVAC system to improve air quality in the building. The building was closed most of 
2020 but is now open and has been bustling with activity this fall—worship services, funerals, 
bible study groups, JAM and God+Life, just to name a few. It’s great to see the building being 
used for worship, Christian education and community events again!

Thank you for your partnership in ministry and for your continued financial support of the 
work we do together as we seek to live the mission statement of Our Saviour’s, “Living as the 
hands, feet and heart of Christ.”

Donate online at www.osel.org/
donate or mail your donation to 
the church office at: Our Saviour’s, 

400 9th Street West, Hastings, MN 55033. Thank you for 
your continued generosity and support of Our Saviour’s! 

Third Quarter 2021 Giving Statements 
have been emailed to contributers and mailed to those 
without email addresses on file. If you did not receive 
a statement and would like one, please call the church 
office at 651-437-9052 or email Ann Traeder at ann.
traeder@osel.org.

Annual Knitting/Crocheting 
of Hats and Mittens
Cold Weather is Coming! 
 Hats, Scarves & Mittens will be needed!
October is Collection month for this year long project.
We know people have been knitting & making items at 
home. If you’ve made 1 or 50, we are so THANKFUL! 
There is even still time to complete more donations if 
possible!
Oct. 24 – Nov. 1: Donation containers will be set out in 
the OSEL Gathering Area. 

(If you can not deliver them, call Tricia Agen 437-1707 to 
make arrangements.)

Thanks for being a part of the 
community outreach project!

October-November 2021                                            Page 9

Santa’s Secret Workshop
This event gives the kids who are 
connected to Hastings Family 
Service's adopt-a-family program 
an opportunity to shop in the small 
store we have set up and pick out 
items for others in their family. It 
takes many volunteers to make this 
day a success.

We need volunteers: 
December 10 for setup 
December 11 to help the kids shop and wrap their 
gifts.

Email Theresa.chatelle@osel.org to sign up.



by Thomas Walt
Tom.Walt@osel.org

Who were the first people to ignore Apple’s original disclo-
sure statement?  Adam and Eve.

I like James Lileks’ witty, irreverent Minneapolis Tribune 
column. I grew up enjoying Al Sicherman’s musings and 
Dave Barry’s syndicated column. Some might find them 
lippy or jerks. I find it high-brow humor when reading 
the printed newspaper. It’s tactile, not slapstick.

There are a few machines around church that have their 
quirks and jerks. You can experience some bouncing if 
you ever step into the elevator car and it jounces slightly 
up and down. This is not a problem. The 210 sensors 
installed in the 2016 Growing In Grace rebuild which 
we’ve completely paid off —Thank You!— are working 
well. The KONE elevator technicians call it “leveling up” 
which is not to be confused with the gaming term where 
you successfully make it to the next stage of play. The 
computer is simply recalibrating the elevator car to make 
sure it’s exactly even with the floor landing.  

Literally, too, there are some quirks I wish to avoid.  
Quirky is finding plastic laid on top of the Narthex ceil-
ing tiles where there’s been a roof fastener causing a drip 
for years. I would rather have the leak fixed as part of 
the roof warranty, good until 2028. Have you found the 
missing window which replaced the Plexiglas/plywood 
surrounding the old AC unit hanging out of Room 210 
which hasn’t worked since I arrived? I’m sure that room 
will be warmer this winter!

Another quirk is reserved for the staff manually turning 
on the Fellowship Hall (FH) Air Handler Unit (AHU) so 
the air conditioning coils don’t freeze up in the ductwork.  
It’s a quirk and a jerk because it’s not automatic now. See, 
the present 7.5 HP motor instantly starts 100% ON as 
you flip the switch, and then the belts connecting the mo-
tor to the three foot diameter fan suddenly jerk making 
a sharp “chirp” sound making you jump. It’s a quirk soon 
to be fixed by the HVAC upgrade both by being automat-
ic and a new motor starting at 0% and ramping up to run 
speed. Did I mention it will save money? And Xcel gave 
us about a 25% rebate? And the consulting company gave 

us a matching grant on top? I like those enhanced quirks!

New control and system monitoring wires are currently 
being pulled to all corners of the building by Pro Control 
Building Solutions Group, and the controls and upgrades 
should be all running by the end of October. You can 
see the non-asbestos (yet itchy) spun glass, square foot, 
locking ceiling tiles disappearing from the FH ceilings.  
Opening access makes way for this and will allow for 
pipe insulating and some water main replacements in the 
near future to eliminate the old galvanized supply to the 
kitchen. I’ll even throw in a water filter to cut down the 
sand and rust sediment that plagues us now. How many 
quirks can you live with? (I’m smart enough to not ask 
about the jerks!)

The reason we went with Pro Control is that there is no 
service contract or an on-going, 24/7 off-site monitoring 
service involved. A good system should be fine now and 
twenty years from now, without the additional $1,000+ 
per year. It worked for 45 years in the Fellowship Hall.  
Too bad it hasn’t for the last year, but that’s why we are 
getting it fixed now. Works for the life of most furnaces 
and water heaters too. I don’t need an off-site monitoring 
service contract with Pro Control either. I will get data 
feeds and all types of info to manage the HVAC com-
ponents. What’s the water temperature coming out of 
the hot water heater? Is the refrigerator running? (Bet-
ter go catch it!) How much humidity is in the FH? Did 
60 people just go into the FH for making confirmation 
stoles? It will sense the CO2 level rise and automatically 
respond with some outside air and the proper season 
conditioning. Quirky? No, just useful to keep tabs on 
things around here. It’s going to help us use less energy 
and make sure the outdoor lights turn on whenever it 
gets dark.

Ask to see my phone app sometime. Careful though, I 
have some quirks too!
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Hastings Community 
Blood Drive

Hosted by Regina Medical Center Auxiliary 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

Monday, Nov. 15
11:30 AM to 5:30 PM

Tuesday, Nov. 16
1:00 PM to 7:00 PM

For more information or to make an 
appointment, please call Gail at 

651-248-1173 or 1-800-RED CROSS
visit: www.redcrossblood.org

Enter Sponsor code: Our Saviours



Baptized 
at 

Our Saviour’s

Isla Jane Hakseth
Born: March 10, 2020
Baptized: September 19, 2021
Parents: Hugh & Kaylee Hakseth
Sponsors: Calvin Knoll, Brooke Knoll

Emma Mae Kosec
Born: March 16, 2021
Baptized: September 26, 2021
Parents: Jacob & Angela Kosec
Sponsors: Jonathan & Tonya Bartsch

Olena Grace Lohmann
Born: July 3, 2021
Baptized: October 3, 2021
Parents: Joshua & Alison Lohmann
Sponsors: Grace Smith, Jacob Lohmann

Charles Dean Brainard
Born: October 15, 2020
Baptized: October 10, 2021
Parents: Nicholas & Valarie Brainard
Sponsors: Laura Holz

Cecilia Anne Kendle
Born: March 31, 2021
Baptized: October 10, 2021
Parents: Tylor & Nastacia Kendle
Sponsors: Madison Rice, Nic Kendle

If you wish to be baptized or have a child 
baptized, you must first attend a seminar. 
Please call Ann Traeder at 651.437.9052, x10 
for more information.

We are grateful to receive the following me-
morials and gifts given by family and friends 
in memory of those listed for Christ’s work 
through our congregation:

Wally Weber
Bob Theesfeld

Carol Soderberg
Dolores Rosenquist

Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to:

Linda Gathright - death of father
Wendy Langley - death of brother
Lori Hoff - death of mother
Melissa Black - death of mother
Jan Peterson - death of husband
Katie Walt - death of father
Family of Joyce Hoffman
Sylvia Daley - death of sister
Kathy Fox - death of sister

Please remember these and others you may know of 
in your prayers.
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Our prayer chain is composed of 
church members who pray daily for 
those requesting prayers for themselves 
and others. Prayer requests can be 
for anyone, not just members of our 

church or community. Requests are kept confidential 
unless otherwise specified and may be submitted to the 
Prayer Chain: OSELPrayerChain@gmail.com or to the 
Prayer Chain Anchor, Rosanne Otto by phone or text at 
651-226-8299 (voicemail is available if no one answers).
You may also call the church office, 651-437-9052.

Baptized children receive their very own Spark 
Story Bible. This bible brings God’s Word to life 
through colorful art and rich retelling of 150 of the 
most popular bible stories. The first three years of 
life are a most remarkable opportunity to introduce 
children to the amazing love of God through stories, 
songs, parental support, fellowship, artwork, rituals, 
prayers, and other means of faith formation!

McKayl Barrows and 
Jacob Sherman

on September 4, 2021

Congratulations to...
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Birthday Party for JESUS

November 1 - 30

Bring Birthday Gifts to fill the playpen in the 
church gathering area:

All types of NEW 
Clothing thru size 2T

Sleepers, Pajamas, Hats, 
Mittens, Winter Coats, Play Sets

Diapers
 Baby Blankets 

Crib sheets

Items will be donated to families in our community 
who need assistance in providing for the needs of 

their children.

Thank you for supporting this ministry! 


